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Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
Kurtz. Lamb, Leicher, Lewis, McCulloch, McNair, Mace, 


Maurice, Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson, Murray, Nichols, | 


Norton,Olds. Andrew Oliver, Parker, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, 
Pr ngle, Rowe, Stratton, Straub, Jolin J. Taylor, Trout, 
Walsh, Wheeier, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wright—59. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. SEWARD. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CLARK obtained the floor. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a privileged ques- 


tion. I move that the House insist upon its dis- | 
agreement to the amendments of the Senate to the 


Post Office appropriation bill, and thata committee 
of conference be appointed to meet a like commit- 
tee on the part of the Senate. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker 
thereupon appointed Messrs. Houston, Reapy, 
and Dawson said committee on the part of the 
House. 

ST. CLAIR FLATS. 

Mr. CLARK. 
may now be taken from the Speaker’s table and 
considered by the House. 

Mr. MAURICE. What bill is it? 

The Clerk reported the title of the bill, as fol- 
lows: 

An act making appropriation for deepening the 
channel over the St. Clair Flats, and for deepening 
the channel over the flats in the St. Mary’s river, 
in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 


Mr. CLARK. Believing that I have a right || 


to claim this indulgence from the House, | ask a 
suspension of the rules. 
REPORTS OF THE LAND OFFICE AND SMITH- 
SONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr. RUSSELL. 


to present. f am instructed by the Committee on 
Printing to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed six thousand extra 
copies of the annual report of the Smithsonian Lnsutution, 
four thousand for the use of members, and two thousand 
for the [nstitution ; and al-o five hundred extra copies of 
the report of the Commissioner of the Land Office for the 
use of said Commissioner. 


The resolution was adopted. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


tion. 


bill. 


The Clerk read the report, which is as follows: | 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the amendinents to bill No. 562, making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1856, met, and after full and free 


conference, have agreed to recommend lo their respective 
Houses as follows: 


That the Senate recede from the sixth, fourteenth, fif- 


teenth, seventeenth and twentieth amendments, disagreed to 
by the House. That the Llouse agree to the thirteenth amend- 
ment of the Senate, with amendments as follows: in line 
eight, after the word ‘‘ property,”’ insert ‘* of American cit- 
izens ;”’ in line twelve, after the word -‘ property,” insert ‘* of 


American citizens;” in line twenty-five, atter the word | 


* each,” insert “‘ during the time of their services in Cal- 
ifornia;”? in line thirty-seven, after the word * board,” 
insert ** not exceeding the usual mileage of an officer going 
to and returning from California, and;*’ and in line thirty- 
eight, after the word “ member,” insert “ for necessary 
travel in California.”’ At the end of the amendment add the 
following : 

Provided, however, That said board shall not continue its 
service exceeding one year: Provided, further, That itshall 


be lawful for the President of the United States alone to | 


appoint such of the commissioned officers authorized by 
this act below the grade of field officers as may not be ap 


pointed during the present session, as in case of vacancies | 


occurring during the recess of Congress. 
JAMES SHIELDS, 
ISAAC TOUCEY, 
JOHN B. WELLER, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
CHARLES J. FAULKNER, 
JOHN L. TAYLOR, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The following shows the recommendation of the 
committee of conference in detail: 
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I ask that Senate bill No. 489 || 


I have a privileged question || 


Mr. FAULKNER. Irise to a privileged ques- } 
I desire to make a report from the commit- | 
tee of conference upon the Army appropriation 
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The Senate to recede from the following: 
Sixth amendment: 


For surveys for military defenses of the sea and inland 
frontier, $15,000. 


Fourteenth amendment: 
Src. 3. nd he it further enacted, That the provisions of 


| an act entitied ** An act forthe payment of the civil officers 
| employed in the Territory of New Mexico while under mil- 


itary government,” approved July 17, 1854, be, and the same 


| are hereby, extended to embrace the case of Lieutenant 


Colonel J. M. Washington, deceased, late of the Army, for 
and during the period of his appointment and service-as 
military Governor of New Mexico, ex officio superiniend- 
ent of Indian affairs, and commander of the troops prior to 
the ‘ormation of the civil government. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


Sec. 4. And beit further entcted, That the sum of $30,000 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be expended, 
under the direction of the War Department, in the purchase 
and importation of camels and dromedaries to be employed 
for military purposes. 


Seventeenth amendment: 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the same allow- | 


ance in respect of rations be hereafter made to the military 
superintendent of the Schuylkill arsenal in the quarter 


master’s department as to the commandants of the arsenals 
in the ordnance depa: tment. 


Twentieth amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the Governors of the sev- 


eral States and Territories be, and they are hereby, author- 
ized to sell, to the be=t advantage, the arms heretofore dis- 
tributed under the act of April 28, 1808, and invest the funds 
arising out of such sales in other arms more suitable for the 
purposes contemplated by said act: Provided, That uo arms 
be so purchased or provided, except such as may be of the 


| same description and caliber as those regularly adopted and 
| in use in the Army of the United States. 


The House to recede from its disagreement to | 
the thirteenth amendment of the Senate, and the | 


same to be amended so as to read as follows: 


Sec. 2. and be it further enacted, That the board of officers 
app inted under the sixth section of the act making appro- | 


priations tor the support of the Army fur the year ending 
June 30, 1853, approved August 31, 1852, is hereby author- 
ized and directed, in addition to the powers and duties 
already conferred upon it, to extend iis examinations to 
claims arising from the destruction of property of American 
citizens by the troops serving under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel John C, Frémout, in California, in the years 
1846 and 1847, by his orders, as wel! as for the de~true 

tion of property ot American citizens by the enemy, caused 
by the occupancy of the claimant’s premises by the said 
United States troops ; that the said board is empowered to 


| summon and examine witnesses under oath, and take tes- 


timony in California (if necessary) and elsewhere ; that for 
the payment of the cliims reported favorably upon by 
the board in its report to the Secretary of War, dated 5ih 
December, 1854, Executive document 8, Thirty-Third Con- 
gress, second session, including that numbered 197, being 
the claim of Santiago E. Arguetlo, and amounting to $11,534, 
and for the compensation of the members of said board, 
for aud during their period of service as such, at a rate not 
exceeding $3,000 per annum each, during the time of their 
services in California, deducting therefrom their army pay, 
the sum of $40,548 be, and the same is hereby, appropri 


ated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 


appropriated ; and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized and directed tw pay to the treasurer of said 
board, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 


propriated, the sum of 310.000 tor the contingent expenses | 
| of wwe said board, including ther: in office rent and clerk’s 


hire, stationery, tuel, the payment of the witnesses’ fees 
duly summoned by the board, at a rate not exceeding those 
paid by the United States district couris in California or 
else where, as the case may be, the traveling expenses of 
said board nut exceeding the usual mileage of our officers 
going to and returning trom Calilornia, and not exceeding 
sixteen cents per mile to cach member, for necessary travel 
in California, and other incidental expenses: Provided, 
however, That said board shall not continue the service 


exceeding one year: Provided further, That it shall be | 


lawful for the President of the United States alone, to 


| appoint such of the «ommissioned officers authorized by 


this act, below the grade of field officers, as may not be ap 
poiuted during the present session, as ip the case of vacan- 
cies occurring during the recess ol Congress. 

Mr. PHELPS. Is the report of the committee 
of conference now before the House? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
with reference to it. 

[Cries of ‘* Move the previous question !’”] 

Mr. PHELPS. Wo, sir. Iam not going into 
a discussion of this matter. But | could not con- 


cur in the report which has been made by the | 


committee of conference. I was opposed to ex- 


tending and enlarging the duties of the board of | 


officers who were appointed under the act of 1852 
to examine claims for subsistence and supplies 


furnished to the troops under the command of | 





anybody else. 


I desire to say a few words | compensation, even under the modified form of 
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Colonel Frémont, in California. Theamendment 
of the Senate enlarged their duties and extended 
their inquiries to claims for property destroyed by 
Colonel Frémont, or by his order. It was stated 
in this House, only yesterday, that no property 
was desiroyed in California by order of Colonel 
Frémont. 


Mr. BENTON, (Mr. Puetres yielding the 
floor.) I have no doubt in the world that this is 


a false claim 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I would ask the gentle- 
man what is the name of the gentleman he refers 
to? 

Mr. BENTON. I do not know who they are 
and I do not care who they are. Sir, Colonel 
Fiémont has been before this board. He was 
anxious unto shame that every man should be 
paid who had a just claim. I know he has paid 
money out of his own pocket to widows and 
others, and never told it to the Government, or to 
He was anxious that every just 
claim should be paid, but at the same time, know- 
ing that there were unjust and unfounded claims, 
he urged the Government, five or six years ago, 
to settle at once while it could be done, and keep 
false claims from coming hereafterwards. Now, 
if this man has a just claim, let him show Fré- 
mont’s word for it. He is now in California, but 
will be here before the next session. 

Mr. LATHAM. Wiil the gentleman from 
Missouri allow me to say a word ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Notnow. I have but a few 
more words to say, and then I will yield the floor. 
Well, Mr. Speaker, | was opposed to sending this 
board of officers to California to inyestigate any 
claims whatever. We have established a court of 
claims. That tribunal is to sit in this city. Itis 
provided with a solicitor who is to protect the in- 
terests of the Government, and it has power to 
send for testimony. If claims shall be preferred 
before this court of claims arising out of the mili- 
tary operations in California, testimony can be 
taken, under the direction of the court of claims, 
in the State of California. But instead of that, 
it is proposed to send a roving commission through 
the State of California, for the purpose of hunting 
up claims against the Government—a privilege 
which is not extended to the people of any other 
State in the Union. This board is composed of 
military officers. Let them remain at their proper 
posts, instead of being charged with duties which 
properly belong to civilians, or which now properly 
belong to the court of claims which you have ee- 
tablished at this session of Congress. These are 
the reasons why I[ cannot concur in the report of 
the committee of conference. In the other por- 
tions of that report [ concur. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
of the gentleman from Missouri, if the Army 
officers upon this board are not getting much larger 
compensation for this service than they would 
receive for the performance of their regular duties 
as officers of the Army? And whether, if this 
proposition passes, it will not, at least, continue 
them, whether they have any business to do or 
not, until the end of another long seseion of Con- 
gress, or for nearly two years from this time? 

Mr. PHELPS. Theircompensation is greatly 
increased,even with the modifications recommend- 
ed by the committee of conference. Their com- 
pensation,as [ am informed and believe, under the 
amendment in the form in which it passed the 
Senate, would amount to about $8,000 per annum. 


There have been some modifications of the amend- 


ment made by the committee of conference which 
will somewhat reduce the amount. I think their 


the amendment, would amount to something like 
$6,000. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I now move the previous 
question upon the adoption of the report. 

Mr. FAULKNER. | ask of this House that 
I shall have the privilege: of replying to the gentle- 
man from Missouri. As the introducer of the 
report I certainly ought to be heard. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Fautxner] made this report, and was 


Pe one 


Seneca 


t 
} 
i 
- 
a | 


+ have. 








% 
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entitied to the foor. He occupied it and relin- || to me as a question of original policy, 1 should || my proclamation, to espouse the American 


quished it. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. | 
Puecrs}) was regularly recognized by the Chair, | 
and submitted some remarke. When he had fin- 
ished his speech, the gentleman from North Car- 
olina (Mr. Cuineman] was regularly recognized, 
and moved the previous question. If the Chair 
could have imagined for a moment that the gentle- 
man from Virginia desired the floor, it is more than | 
likely he would have recognized him. But the 
gentleman is not deprived of his right by any de- 
cision of the Chair, because he had yielded the | 
floor; and under that impression the Chair assigned | 
it to another gentleman. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to make a state- | 
ment to the Chair and to the House. When I 
made the report, I did not choose to go into any 
argument in support of it, because | was in hopes 
that it would have been acted on without one | 
single word being said upon the subject. I there- | 
fore waited to see if the report would be attacked; | 
and as it has been attacked, I now inquire of the 
Chair whether, if the previous question shall be 
sustained, I shall be cut off from an opportunity 
of making a reply to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri? | 

Mr. PHELPS. Idid not make anattack on the 
report. | merely gave the reasons why | could | 
not concur in it, 

Mr. LILLY. I wish to inquire of the Chair 
what was the vote in the House by which this 
amendment in relation to the California board was | 
rejected ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recollect. | 

Mr. LILLY. Were there not about three to | 
one against it? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the major- | 
ity against it was a large one, but does not recol- 
lect the precise vote. The Chair decides that the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Fautkner] having 
reported this measure, or ‘* matter pending,”’ in | 
the language of the rule, he will be entitled to be 
heard if the previous question shall be sustained. | 

The previous question received a second, and | 
the main question was ordered to be put, being | 


upon agreeing to the report of the committee of | 
conference. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Mr. Speaker, I feel some || 


embarrassment in the position which | now occupy | 
before this Flouse. This is the first committee of | 
conference that I have had the honor to serve upon 
in this body, and when appointed | supposed that 
] was to acta very subordinate part upon thecom- | 
mittee. 
by the gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Puswpes,] | 
in declining to concur in its conclusions, and in his 
aitack upon its action, that 1am thrown into the | 
foreground of the fightas the defender of a measure 

which never before specially attracted my inquiry 

or enlisted my favor. Thecourse of that gentleman | 


brief explanation to the House of the action of the | 
commitiee of conference, and of the reasons which 
prompted the conclusions to which we arrived. 

I assume it for granted, that on every committee 
of conference there must be some mutual conces- 
sions made, especially where no vital and funda- 
mental principles are involved. This is alike due 
to the Lane and character of the two Houses, | 
who are presumed, when they so solemnly insist | 
upon their respective views, to attach some import- 
ance tothem. I wish the House to recollect that 
the disagreement between the two Houses in this 
case has resulted solely from the amendments of 
the Senate, every amendment which originated in 
this House having been concurred in by the Senate. | 

I wish further to state, that this disagreement | 


has resulted from six amendments of the Senate; || 


and that the Senate has receded, in conference, | 
from five of those amendments, and has submitted 
toimportant modifications of the only amendment 


in which we have recommended a concurrence by | 
the House. | 
| 
| 





W hat, then, is that amendment which is deemed 
by the gendeman from Missouri [Mr. Puexrs] so 
ebjectionable as to justify an opposition which 
may, upon the last day of the session, even hazard 
the success of the Army appropriation bill, with 
the increase of the Army? It 1s a section which 
prcocnes to continue in existence for one year 
onger a board created by the act of August, 1852, 
and charged with an in uiry into claims contracted 
in California, under Colonel Frémont, in 1846-7. 
Had the creation of such a board been submitted 








i 


J find, however, from the course pursued || 


|| Who is the claimant? 


| of California, residing in the vicinity of San Diego. On the 
renders it necessary that I should make a very || 


_ have been reduced from competence and wealth to penury 
| and dependence. 


lowing summary of the services and sacrifices of | 
| Arguello: 
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have been opposed to it; but it was created in 1852. | 
It has been in existence for more than two yeare. 
All admit the ability and fidelity with which its 
labors have been performed. It has already, as I 
learn, saved the Government from the payment of 
thoucands of spurious and fraudulent claims; and 
now, when a few months more will close its | 
labors, it is urged that we ought to disband it, 
and turn over these subjects to the new board of | 
claims. 

When the amendment of the Senate was before 
the House, a few days ago, it was rejected, I 
admit, by a most decisive and overwhelming vote. | 
And if if acting on behalf of the House, have 
since yielded your assent to that amendment, I 
did not do so until I had made of it a very distinct 
proposition from what it was when it was rejected 
by so decisive a vote of this body. 


It was urged here, ws an objection to the amend- || 


ment of the Senate, that it recognized our obliga- 
tion to pay for property of an enemy, destroyed 
during a period of war, in an enemy’s country. 
If such was the true construction of the section, 


| this House did right to reject it; and I would be | 


the last to sanction it. To repel any such con- 
struction, the committee on the part of this House 
required the section to be so amended as toconfine, | 
in terms, all such relief to American citizens; and | 


so it was accordingly amended in conference. || 


Again, it was objected that the Senate’s amend- | 
ment gave to the officers of the Army composing 
the board an extra compensation from the com- | 
mencement of their Jabors to its termination. To 
obviate this objection we inserted a provision lim- 


|| iting the extra pay to the period of their service in 
| California. 


Again, it was urged that the existence of the | 
board was continued without limitation as to time. 
We had it amended so as to guard against its con- 
tinuance beyond one year longer. It is thought a 
few months will be sufficient to clese its labors. | 

Again, the mileage was objected to. We have | 
reduced the mileage going to aud returning from | 
California, to the mileage usually given to officers | 


of the Army. || 


Again, it was urged against the amendment of 
the Senate, that it made provision for a private 
claim—that of Santiago E. Arguello. |] examined 


this claim in conference, and found it to possess || 
And whilst, as a general rule, | am || 


high merit. 

opposed to providing for private claims in an ap- | 
propriation bill, 1 could see nothing in the cireum- | 
stances of this case to justify the rejection of this | 
claim, when pressed by the Senate’s committee. 
From a report now before | 
me, made to the Senate by the Committee on 
Claims, on the 23d of March, 1852, I find that 


** The petitioner was a wealthy and influential inhabitant | 


invasion of that country during the Mexican war, and op 
the appearance of the proclamation of Commodore Stock- 
ton, then in command of that division of the American 
forees, Arguello placed himself at the head of a company 
raised through his influence and exertions, and immediately 
joined the United States forces, and fought with distin- 
guished bravery and effect in several actions, under the 


command of Commodore Stockton, who fully attests his || 


gallantry, and the importance of his services. 
** On the 25th November, 1846, he was appointed by Gov- | 
ernor Stockton a captain of riflemen in the California bat- | 


talion, and on the 16:h January, 1847, a member of the |} 


legislative council of that Territory. 

“In consequence of his attachment to the cause of the | 
United States, and the zeal and activity which he mani- | 
fested in their service, his rancho was ravaged and laid 


' waste, his buildings burnt, and his cattle and other movable | 


effects taken away by the enemy, by which he appears to 
“A commission, appointed by H. Fitch, Esq., alcalde of | 
San Diego, to examine and report upon the losses of Ar- 
guelle, state, under oath, and after a personal «examination, 
that the personal property thus destroyed by the enemy | 
amounted, ‘ at the lowest value,’ to $14,888." _* e *| 
**On leaving California, Governor Stockton, who ren- | 
dered such valuable, important, and arduous service in that | 
then distant and almost unknown Territory, addressed a | 
communication to Arguello, in which, after acknowledging 
his services, sacrifices, and losses, he says: ‘1 hope— | 
nay, I have not the least doubt—but that the losses which | 


you have sustained will be reimbursed by the Govern- 
ment of the United States.’ 





This claim of $14,888 has, in theamendment of | sentives from California on the floor. These are 


the Senate, been reduced to $11,548. l| 
I find further, in a letter of Commodore Stock- || 
ton, bearing date the 5th of March, 1852, the fol- || 


} 
“1st. Don Santiago E. Arguello was one of the first, after |! 














arch 3, 


ca 
| up arms in its defense. use, and take 


‘62d. He assisted in taking and holding Sa : 
the American flag. & San Diego unde 


‘3d. He raised a company, and served under me duri 
the whole campaign. ng 


‘4th. He fought most gallantly, side by side 
every battle, always distinguished. with me in 


**Sth. By his enterprise and boldness he co 
| more than any one else, to supply me with catt| 
| mals fur transportation purposes. 
| ‘6th. Ile exercised a powerful and salutary influence; 
| eens and reconciling the Californians to the change 

of flag. 

“7th. His family were driven from their home ; his hou 
pillaged and burnt; his numerous flocks and herds = 
stroyed ; his peons seattered and driven off; his inclosures 
and growing crops wantonly laid waste ; and not @ Vesti : 
of his perishable property left. Thus, at the end Of the war 
he found himself rich in honors, but a houseless, homeless, 
| and poverty-stricken man.”? ’ 


— BENTON. Who did it? 

id it. 

Mr. FAULKNER. The statement from which 
I have been reading is made by Commodore Stock. 
ton. Of course the injuries there recited were done 
by our enemies. 

Mr. BENTON. Does he say that Frémont 
did it? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The statement of Com. 
| modore Stockton does not say that Frémont did 
it; nor have [ said that Frémont did it. 

Mr. BENTON. I ask the gentleman if Fre. 
| mont did it? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis. 
| souri is out of order. 

Mr. BENTON. 1 am vindicating truth, order, 
| and justice. 

| Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman from Mis. 
_souri will not go further to vindicate truth and 
| justice than I will. 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that gen. 
tlemen will try and preserve order. 

Mr. FAULKNER. At the time I was 50 
strangely interrupted by the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, | was not making the slightest allusion to 
Colonel Frémont, or to any injury or destruction 
of property that occurred, so far as [ know, even 
when he was in California. 1 was speaking of the 
private claim of Arguello, which was embraced in 
the bill, and which was deemed objectionable by 
some gentlemen in this House, because he was 
provided for by that amendment of the Senate in 
which the concurrence of this House is now asked. 
I have already quoted the testimony of Commodore 
| Stockton, as gallant a man as this country has 
ever produced, and as reliable a witness as could 
testify to any fact, and who presents this man as 
a martyr, and a victim to his zeal and devotion to 
the American cause. 

Mr. BENTON. Does he say that Frémont 
did it? 

Mr. FAULKNER. He makes not the slight- 
est allusion to Frémont. 

Mr. BENTON. The bill says he did it, and 
the law says he did it. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
| souri is out of order. 

Mr. BENTON. I know! am out of order, but 
my indignation is great 

Mr. FAULKNER. There is not the slightest 
occasion for the indignation or temper of the gen- 
| tleman from Missouri, so far as this bill is con- 
cerned, for, if, as he alleges, no property was des- 
troyed by the order of Colonel Frémont, why then 
this bill is a dead letter, for it makes no provision 
for any case except where that destruction was by 
his order. 

I will, in conclusion, then, say, sir, that my 
reasons for yielding my assent to this amend- 
ment of the Senate, modified as it has most ma- 
terially been in our conference committee, were: 
That it was strongly sustained by the Senator 
from California in the conference committee, who 
expressed it as his firm convictien, resulting from 
no slight acquaintance with the facts, that a con- 
tinuance of the labors of this board, fora few 
months longer, was highly important to the inter- 
ests of this Government, in ferreting out and re- 


Dtributeg, 
€ and apj. 


The enemy 

















| Jecting a large number of spurious and fraudulent 


claims. Of the same opinion, are the two Repre- 


all honorable and high-minded gentlemen who 
would not deceive Congress, or trifle with their 


| word. 
Again, | have taken some pains to examine the 

work of the board, and I have found their decis- 

ions marked by great deliberation and caution, 
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and by @ fir ; ; 
the Government and the claimants. And whilst I | 
uid have opposed the creation of any such || 
board as an original proposition, I believe it is || 





m determination to do justice between 





git 
| 


now better to let them proceed to close their in- 
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CHARGES AGAINST HON. T. H. BAYLY. 


Mr. WITTE. I risetoa question of privilege. 
1 desire to present the report of the select com- 


mittee raised in this House for the purpose of | 
|| investigating certain charges made against Hon. | 
vestigations into these claims. The labors of two || cane oe a6 Hon. | 














| Thomas Davis, DeWitt, Dickinson, Dunbar, Eastman, Ed- 
eeu Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Farley, 
“lagler, Franklin, Giddings, Goodrich, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Harrison, Haven, Henn, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, 
Latham, Lindsley, Macy, May, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, 
Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Peckham, Pennington, Preston, 
Pringle, Ready, Richardson, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, 


have made them familiar with the whole || Tuomas H. Bayty, of Virginia, which I ask may | Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shower, Simmons, Frederick P. 
rears ni 


eubject, and they can now bring to a termination 
in six months what it might require another tri- || 
bunal years to decideupon. I have some acquaint- || 
ancewith the gentlemen composing this board. || 
The value of their work speaks for itself, and is || 
disputed by no one; and certainly no three officers 
of the Army maintain a higher character for integ- || 
rity and fidelity in the performance of that or any || 
other duty assigned to them. | 
| will consume no more of the time of the House || 
on this subject. If not satisfied with the action of || 
the committee of conference, let this body reject it, |! 
and refer the disagreement to another committee. | 
| feel satisfied, it larger concessions could have | 
been extorted from the Senate, it would have been | 
at the expense of the public interests. 
Mr. BENTON. lie to state to the House | 
that | have a letter from an officer of the board, | 
who wishes it continued, and says to mein the con- 
cluding part of it, ** you know the sclicitude of || 
Colonel Frémont to have every honest claim paid.” 
| co— 
Mr.McDOUGALL. Ifthe gentleman from Mis- || 
souri is going to make a speech | wish to answer || 
him. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded the | 
yeas and nays upon agreeing to the report of the | 
committee of conference, which were ordered. 
The question was taken; and there were—yeas 
64, nays 90; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, Barks- 
dale, Belcher, Bocock, Breckinridge, Bristow, Brooks, Ca- 
ruthers, Chastain, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, 
Cuting, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Johu M. Elliott, English, Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, 
Fuller, Goode, Green, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, Ingersoll, Roland Jones, 
Kerr, Lamb, Lathain, McDougall, McNair, Smith Miller, 
Olds, Orr, Packer, Preston, Ready, Richardson, Seymour, 
Shower, William Smith, William R. Saith, John L. Tay- 
lor, Teller, Thurston, Tweed, Walley, Walsh, John Went- | 
worth, Westbrook, and Hendrick B. Wright—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Ball, Benson, Benton, Boyce, | 
Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chrisman, 
Cobb, Cox, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, 
Dawson, Dent, Disney, Eastinan, Edgerton, Thomas D. 
Eliot, Elison, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Gamble, Giddings, 
Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Ilenn, Hiester, Hul, 
Houston, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, George W. Jones, Keitt, | 
Kurtz, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, MeCulloch, Matteson, Mau- 
rice, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, Millson, Morgan, 
Murray, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, 
Peck, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, 
Pringle, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Rewe, Ruffin, 

tussell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Skelton, Hestor | 
L. Stevens, Stration, Straub, Andrew Stuart, John J. Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Vansant, Ellihu 





Bb. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, and Wheeler—90. 


So the House refused to agree to the report of 
the committee of conference | 
Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House insist | 
upon their disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to the Army appropriation bill; and | ask 
thatanother committee of conference be appointed. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in| 
the affirmative. 
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Pue.ps, 
Evcerton, and Wa..ey to act as the committee 
of conference on the part of the House. 
Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report of the committee of conference 
was rejected, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
upon the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; which received the signature of the 
Speaker: 

An act to regulate the carriage of passengers in 
steamships and other vessels; 

An act for the relief of Madalena Van Ness 
widow of Cornelius Van Ness, deceased; 

An act to provide accommodations for the Uni- 
ted States courts in the city of Jackyon, Missis- 
SIppl; 

An act for the relief of the widow of W. Irving, 
deceased; 

An act to establish certain post roads; and 

An act to change the boundaries of the land | 


districts in the State of Iowa, and for other pur- | 
pose, ' 





— —— 





be laid upon the table, and be printed. 
There being no objection it was so ordered. 
POST OFFICES, ETC——-SMITHSONIAN INSTI- 


TUTION. 
Mr. WITTE. I desire, also, to present a 


report from the select committee raised in this | 


House to whom the message of the President, in 


relation to sites for post offices and court rooms, | 


was referred; and also a report from the select 
committee appointed by this House to examine 
and investigate the management of the Smith- 
sonian Institution. I ask that the reports in both 
these cases be laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. There being no objection it was so 
ordered. 
ST. CLAIR FLATS, ETC. 


TheSPEAKER. The question is upon sus- 
pending the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Upon what? 

The SPEAKER. Upona motion to take up 
Senate bill No. 498. 

Mr. JONES. I ask for the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. Let the bill be reported. 

The title of the bill was reported, as follows: 

An act making appropriations for deepening 
the channel over the St. Clair flats, and for deep- 
ening the channel over the flats of the St. Mary’s 
river, in the. State of Michigan. 

Mr. EASTMAN. lask the gentleman from 
Michigan to yield to me a moment, to enable me 
to move to take up a Senate resolution, the object 
of which is to puta construction upon a law of 


| Congress passed last session for the benefit of 


the State of Wisconsin. 
Mr. CLARK. I can only say, if it is the 
unanimous wish of the House to take up that bill, 


and | do not lose my right to the floor, I have no | 


objection. 

Several Mempers objected. 

Mr. STUART. I believe the yeas and nays 
have not been ordered on the bill called up by my 
colleague, [Mr. Crark.] 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk says not 

Mr. JONES. 1 demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then put upon the motion to 
suspend the rules; and it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. CLARK. I demand the previous question 
upon ordering the bill to be read a third time. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Upon the passage of the 
bill | demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand tellers 


|| upon the yeas and nays. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Epmunpson 
and Hunt were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported twenty-two in the affirmative, (not a 
sufficient number.) 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, moved te recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed, and 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


PUBLIC WORKS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 


Mr. WALLEY. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
Senate bill (No. 611) for continuing certain pub- 
lic works in the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I object to the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

Mr. WALLEY. Then I move to suspend the 
rules. 


Mr. HAMILTON. '! demand the yeas and | 


nays upon that motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was then put; and resulted—yeas 
84, nays 66; as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Appleton, David J. Bailey, Banks, Ben- || 


son, Benton, Bristow, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 


Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, 
David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, ‘Tel- 
ler, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walley, 
Ellihu B.Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Went. 
worth, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and ZoOllicoffer 
—a4. 


| NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Thomas 
|| H. Bayly, Barksdale, Bocock, Caskie, Chastain, Chris- 
man, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dis- 
ney, Dowdell, Edmundson, Ellison, English, Faulkner, 
Fuller, Gamble, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Aaron 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hiester, Houston, 
Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwet!, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Lane, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lindley, McCulloch, Mc- 
Mullin, McNair, McQueen, Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Packer, 
Peck, Phelps, Powell, Rowe, Ruffin, Shannon, Shaw, 
|| Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Richard H. 
Stanton, Straub, Walsh, and Wheeler.—66. 
So, two thirds not voting in favor thereef, the 
rules were not suspended. 


ABIGAIL STAFFORD. 

| Mr.STRATTON. 1 ask the unanimous con- 
|| sentof the House to take from the Speaker’s table 
|| Senate resolution (No. 10) explanatory of an act 
|| — ‘*An act for the relief of Abigail Staf- 
} or ae 

| The resolution was read in extenso. 

| No objection being made the resolution was 
| ordered to be read a third time, and being read 
| the third time, it was subsequently passed. 


| FRANKLIN CHASE. 

Mr. READY. I ask the unanimous consent 
| of the House to take up Senate bill (No. 590) for 
|| the relief of Franklin Chase. 
|| The bill was then read, and ordered toa third 
\| reading; it was subsequently read the third time, 
| and passed. 


CAPTAIN THOMAS AP CATESBY JONES. 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the unani- 

| mous consent of the House that the Committee of 
the Whole House be discharged from the further 

|| consideration of Senate bill (No. 481) for the relief 
of Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones. 

|| Mr. CRAIGE. I object. 

| Mr. SMITH. I move the suspension of the 
| rules for the purpose which I have indicated. 

| The bill was read for information. It authorizes 

|| and directs the proper accounting officer of the 

|| Treasury to pay to Captain Thomas Ap Catesby 

|| Jones, United States Navy, the pay of which he 

|| was deprived by the decision of a court-martial in 

|| 1851; provided the act is not to be construed as 

an expression of opinion on the organization, con- 





| 





| duct, or decision of said court. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [demand the yeas 
1 and nays on the motion to suapend the rules. 

'| The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was disagreed 
| to—yeas 65, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, Ball, Banks, 
| Bocock, Breckinridge, Campbell, Chandler, Clingman,Cox, 
| Cullom, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Disney, Dunbar, Eddy, 
| Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliouw, Farley, Faulkner, 


! 

| 

| 
| Florence, Franklin, Gamble, Goodrith, Greenwood, Grey, 
|| Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Howe, Hunt, Keitt, Kerr, Lamb, 
Lane, Lilly, Lindley, McQueen, Macy, Maxwell, May, 
Smith Miller, Norton, Parker, John Perkins, Phillips, 
Powell, Pratt, Preston, Ready, Reese, Robbins, Ruffin, 
| Sapp, Shannon, William Smith, Richard H. Stanton, 


Straub, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Vansant, 
Walbridge, Ellihu B. Washburne, John Wentworth, West- 
brook, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wright—65. 
NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Benson, 
Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chastain, Cobb, Craige, John G. 
Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dickinson, Dowdell, Eastman, 
Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, English, Flagler, Ful- 
ler, Giddings, Grow, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. 
| Harlan, Hastings, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hill, Houston, 
|| Howe, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Knox, Linds- 
ley, McCulloch, Mace, Matteson. Maurice, Middieswarth, 
Millson, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Peck, 
Peckham, Pennington, Pringle, Rowe. Sabin, Sage, Seward, 
| Skelton, John J. Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Wade, Walsh, 
Wells, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—61. 


] So the House refused to suspend the rules. 


|. VETO MESSAGE FROM THE FRESIDENT. 

| A message was received from the President, by 

| Swwer Wesster, Esq., his Private Secretary, no- 
tifying the House that he had approved and signed 

|| sundry private bills, and returning the mail steamer 


appropriation bill with his objec:ions thereto. 
The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 





Chandler, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cutting, || House that the veto message be read ? 
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Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. It is not the pleasure 
of the House to have the veto message read. 

The SPEAKER. It is the duty of the Chair 
to have the mersage read. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Let the House decide whether 
or not it will interrupt the business of the House 
by the reading of that message. Let it be laid 
upon the table. I make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. Gentlemen will remember 
the provision of the Constitution in reference to 
veto messages of the President. Bills being re- 
turned with the President’s objections, the House 
shall proceed to consider them. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I was not aware that the 
Constitution required the immediate consideration 
of a veto message in preference to other business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think 
that the rules of the House conflict with the pro- 
visions of the Constitution, The Clerk will pro- 
ceed to read the message. 

The Clerk then read the Message, as follows: 


To the House o Representatives: 


I return herewith to the House of Represent- 
atives, in which it originated, the bill entitled ** An 
att meking appropriations for the transportation 


of the United States mail, by ocean steamers and 
otherwise, during the fiscal years ending the 30¢h 
of June, 1855, and the 30th of June, 1856,’’ with 
a brief statement of the reasons which prevent its 
receiving my approval. 

‘The bill provides, among other things, that ‘‘ the 
following sums be, and the same are hereby, ap- 
propriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Preasury not otherwise appropriated, for the year 
ending the 30:h of June, 1856: 

‘* or transportation of the mails from New 
York to Liverpool and back, $858,000; and that 


the proviso contained in the first section of the 
act entitled * An act to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the service of the fiscal year 
ending the 30th of June, 1852,’ approved the 21st 


of July, 1852, be, and the same is hereby, repealed: 
Provided, ‘That Edward K. Collins and his asso- 
ciates shall proceed, with all due diligence, to build 
another steamship, in accordance with the terms 
of their contract, and have the same ready for the 
mail service in two years from and after the pas- 
sage of this act. And if the said steamship is not 
ready within the time above mentioned, by reason 
of any neglect or want of diligence on their part, 
then the said Edward K. Collins and his asso- 
ciates shall carry the United States mails between 
New York and Liverpool from the expiration of 
the said two years, every fortnight, free of any 
charge to the Government, until the new steam- 
ship shall have commenced the said mail service.”’ 

The original contract was predicated upon the 
proposition of E. K. Collins of March 6, 1846, 
0 with abundant means of knowledge as to 
the advantages and disadvantages of the terms 
which he then submitted for the acceptance of the 
Government. The proposition was in the follow- 
ing terms: 

‘* E. K. Collins and his associates propose to 
carry the United States mail between New York 
and Liverpool twice each month during eight 
months of the year, and once a month during the 
other four months, for the sum of three hundred 
and eighty five thousand dollars ($385,000) per 
annum, payable quarterly. Forthis purpose they 
will agree to build five steamships, of not less 
than two thousand tons measurement, and of one 
thousand horse-power each, which vessels shall 
be built for great speed, and sufficiently strong for 
war purposes. 


‘* Four of said vessels to be ready for service | 


in eighteen months from the signing of the con- 
tract. The fifth vessel to be builtas early as pos- 
sibly practicable, and, when not employed in the 
oe f service, to be subject to the orders of the 
Government for carrying dispatches, for which 
service a fair compensation is to be paid. Con- 
tract to be for the term of ten years. It is also 
proposed to secure to the United States the priv- 
ilege of purchasing said steamships whenever the 

may be required for public purposes, at a fair ok 


uation, to be ascertained by appraisers appointed | 


by the United States and by the owners. 
(** Signed,) Epwarp K. Cottiiws. 


“ Wasuincron, March 6, 1846.” 


The act of March 3, 1847, provides: ‘‘ That 
from and immediately after the passage of this 
act, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the 
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ae to accept, on the part of the Government of 
the United States, the proposals of E. K. Collins 
and his associates, of the city of New York, sub- 
mitted to the Postmaster General, and dated at 
Washington, March 6, 1846, for the transporta- 
tion of the United States mail between New York 
and Liverpool, and to contract with the said E. 
K. Collins and his associates for the faithful fulfil- 
ment of the stipulations therein contained, and in 
accordance with the provisions of this act;’’ and 
under this proposition and enactment the original 
contract was made. 

According to the terms of that contract, the 
parties were to receive from the United States, for 
twenty round trips each year, the sum of $19,250 
the trip, or $385,000 per annum; and they were to 
ccnstruct and provide five ships, of a stipulated 
size and quality, for the performance of this or 
other service for the Government. 

Of the ships contracted for, only four have been 
furnished, the Atlantic, Pacific, Arctic, and Baltic, 
aid the present bill proposes to dispense entirely 
with the original condition of a fifth ship, by only 
requiring the construction of one, which would 
but supply the place of the Arctic, recently lost by 
perilof the sea. Certain minor conditions, invol- 
ving expense to the contractors, among which 
was one for the accommedation and subsistence 
of a certain number of passed midshipmen on each 
vessel, had previously been dispensed with on the 
part of the United States. 


By act of Congress of July 21, 1852, the amount | 
| of compensation to the contractors was increased | 
from $19,250 to $33,000 a trip, and the number of | 


trips from twenty to twenty-six each year—making 


the whole compensation $858,000 per annum. || 


During the period of time from the commencement 
of the service of these contractors on the 27th of 
April 1850, to the end of the last fiscal year, June 
30, 1854, the sum paid to them by the United 
States amounted to $2,620,906, without reckon- 
ing public money advanced on loan to aid them 
| in the construction of the ships; while the whole 
| amount of postages derived to the Department has 
been only $734,056; showing an excess of expend- 


itures above receipts of $1,886,440 to the charge | 


of the Government. In the mean time, in addi- 


tion to the payments from the Treasury, the par- | 
ties have been in the enjoyment of large receipts | 


from the transportation of passengers and mer- 
chandise, the profits of which are in addition to 
the amount allowed by the United States. 
| It dees not appear that the liberal conditions 
heretofore enjoyed by the parties were less than 
a proper compensation for the service to be per- 
formed, including whatever there may have been 
of hazard in a new undertaking; nor that any 


hardship can be justly alleged calling for relief on | 


the part of the Government. 

On the other hand, the construction of five ships 
of great speed, and sufficiently strong for war pur- 
poses, and the services of passed midshipmen on 
board of them, so as thus to augment the contin- 
gent force and the actual efficiency of the Navy, 
were among the inducements of the Government 
to enter into the contract. 

The act of July 21, 1852, provides ‘that it shall 
be in the power of Congress at any time after the 
3lst day of December, 1854, to terminate the ar- 
rangement for the additional allowance herein pro- 
| vided for upon giving six months’ notice,”’ and it 

will be seen that, with the exception of the six 
additional trips required by the act of July 21, 
1852, there has been no departure from the original 
| engagement but to relieve the contractors from 
obligation; and yet, by the act last named the com- 
| pensation was increased from $385,000 to $858,000, 
| with no other protection to the public interests pro- 
| vided than the right which Congress reserved to 
itself to terminate the contract, so far as this in- 


months’ notice. This last provision, certainly a 
primary consideration for the more generous action 


| of the Government, the present bill proposes to | 


repeal, so as to leave Congress no power to term- 
inate the new arrangement. 


|increased service and compensation, whatever 
| changes may occur in the art of navigation, its 


| expenses, or the policy and political condition of | 
| the country. The gravity of this objection is | 


ijienhanced by other considerations. While the 


creased compensation was concerned, after six | 


To this repeal the objections are, in my mind, | 
| insuperable, because, in terms, it deprives the. 
|| United States of all future discretion as to the | 


contractors are to be paid a compensation nes 
double the rate of the original contract, the : 
exempted from several of its conditions 7, o" 
has the effect of adding still more to thas on 
while the further advantage is conceded to then 
of placing their new privileges beyond the con;,, 
even of Congress. oe 

It will be regarded as a less serious object 
on 
than that already stated, but one which shoy\: 
not be overlooked, that the privileges bestowed 
upon the contractors are without correspondins 
advantages to the Government, which receives p, 
sufficient pecuniary, or other return for the jm. 
mense outlay involved; which could obtain the 
same service of other parties at less cost: 9), 
which, if the bill becomes a law, will pay them a 
large amount of public money, without adequate 
consideration—that is, will in effect confer a ora. 
tuity, whilst nominally making provision for thy 

transportation of the mails of the United States 
To provide for making a donation of such map. 
nitude, and to give to the arrangement the chars. 
ter of permanence which this bill proposes, would 
be to deprive commercial enterprise of the benes's 
of free competition, and to establish a monopoly, 
in violation of the soundest principles of pubji 
policy, and of doubtful compatibility with the 

Constitution. 

I am, of course, not unmindful of the fact tha 
the bill comprises various other appropriations 
_which are more or less important to the public 
interests; for which reason my objections to jt 
are communicated at the first meeting of the House 
following its presentation to me, in the hope that 
by amendment to bills now pending, or other. 
wise, suitable provision for all the objects in ques. 
tion may be made before the adjournment of Con. 


oe FRANKLIN PIERCE, 

| Wasuineton, March 3. 

Mr. HUNT. Mr. Speaker, I would be false to 
| my duty, and unworthy of a seat on this floor as 
‘| a national Representative, if I did not give utter. 
ance to the feelings of my heart. Sir, veto f0l- 
| lows veto, in the rapid march of tyranny over the 
liberties of the people. The abominable veto just 
read is the very heighth of tyranny—a usurpu- 
tion of power unknown to our ancestors, and with- 
out precedent in the history of this free country, 
I desire gentlemen to know who they are;—the 
| Representatives of an independent people, sent 
| here to express their minds freely as grave, con- 
| scientious, and patriotic men, on public affairs, 
and to determine on matters like the present, 
peculiarly and properly within their legislative 
discretion:—not slaves, to act as the medium of 
| recording the will of the Executive, bent entirely 
upon superseding and doing away with the legis- 
| lative power of the country. The titnes are me:- 
ancholy, indeed, if the President is to dictate to 
|| this people. 

That officer claims a right to exercise the veto 
power as freely as any one of us Represents 
tives standing here can exercise his individual 
judgment upon a matter for the legislative consi- 
eration of this body. This is a power which was 
never conferred by the Constitution; which woul 
| take away our constitutional power of legislation; 
and which, if permitted or tolerated, would result 
| in the overthrow of the liberties of the country. 
| When our revolutionary fathers fought for, and 
| established, this free Republic, they thought they 
had put an end to monarchy. But this is alls 
dream, if Franklin Pierce—by an accident, as | 
think of the foreign vote—President of the United 
States, is allowed to dictate to the people of this 
| free country, and to say oR they shall do and 
| what laws they shall maké. 

Sir, I see some gentlemen over the way smiling 
| with self-complacency, no doubt, at the result of 
| this veto, as in conformity with their votes on the 
bill. But, sir, if they will sound their hearts as 
‘| patriots, I think they will rather be overwhelmed 
with grief and sorrow to see a tyrant thus striking 
| down the will of the sovereign people. , 

Mr. BOYCE. I move the previous question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. A revolution has com- 
menced 

{Shouts of ** Order!’’ ** Order!’’ and tumultuous 
'| confusion, in which the remainder of the sentence 
| was lost. 

Mr. LETCHER. Bloodless, as yet. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. | ask the gentleman 
from South Carolina to withdraw the demand for 
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ay | 

the previous question, to enable me to submit || 
gome remarks in support of the veto. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House do 

now adjourn; and on that motion I ask the yeas || 

and nays. | 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I asked the gentle- 1 
man from South Carolina (Mr. Boyce} to yield | 


1| 


| 
1} 


Mr. WHEELER, (amid great noise and con- 
fusion.) insist upon my motion toadjourn; and 
on it I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ASHE. I rise to a point of order. Do | 
| not understand that the Chair recognized the 
centieman from South Carolina, [Mr. Boyce,] 
snd is he not now entitled to the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 


» Carolina demanded the previous question, and of 


ee 


course cannot retain the floor, as the call for the 
revious question is not debatable. |] 
The question being on Mr. WueEELER’s motion 
to adjourn, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. ASHE. I desire to ask the Chair if the 


) House adjourn now to what time will it adjourn ? 


ar 


(Loud cries of ** Order!”’ ** Order!’’] 

The Clerk commenced to call the roll. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a question of order. 
I understand that the motion of the gentleman 
from New York is 

(Loud cries of ‘Order!’ Order !””} | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, as a matter of || 
privilege, cannot hear a question of order while ] 





the roll is being called. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. There was no response. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman from 
Alabama may state his question of order. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to ask a question of 
order; but I will first state the fact as it stands. | 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. WuHeecer} 
moves thatthe House do nowadjourn. The con- 
eequence is, that if the motion should prevail 

{Renewed cries of ** Order!”’ 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I hope the Chair will hear 
my point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will be pleased to 
hear the.gentleman from Alabama, but he will | 
recollect that the rules do not allow debate. 

Mr. PECK. 1 object. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I do net desire to debate the | 
question; I simply desire to make a point of order. | 
Tne SPEAKER. Every member knows that 
any one occupying the position which I do is often | 
cut off from stating what is before the body. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I cannot help it. 

Mr. WHEELER. No point of order can be || 
raised when there is a motion to adjourn. {| 

Mr.BENTON. The Constitution requires that | 





we shall consider a veto message. 

(Loud cries of *‘ Order!” ** Order!’’) 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York (Mr. WHEELER] submits a motion that the | 
House do now adjourn. On that motion the yeas 
and nays are ordered. The gentleman from Ala- | 
bama (Mr. Puiturps] is addressing the House on | 
the subject of the propriety of adjournment. That 
question is not debatable. 1] 

Mr. PHILLIPS. No, sir; I do not propose to | 
debate that motion. i 

Mr. WHEELER. As I understand the rules, || 
no question of order can be raised on the motion | 
to adjourn. 1 

The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Puutirs.) The 
subject is not debatable. The House refuses to 
hear the gentleman from Alabama, and the Chair | 
must enforce the rale. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, (amid loud cries of ‘‘Order!”’) || 
| do not propose to debate it, but I do propose to | 
submit a point of order—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- | 
bama has agright, under the rule, to state the | 
question of order; but he must not make a speech. | 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I do not propose to make a | 
speech. I know what the rules of order are. | 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman sees the | 
necessity the Chair is under to enforce the rule. 
_Mr. PHILLIPS. I understand the position of 
‘he Chair. My point of order is this—— 

Mr. WHEELE 
jestion of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- | 

cma has a right to state his question of order. | 
‘low otherwise can the Chair determine whether 
he gentleman is in order or not? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. My point of order is this: 





| 
| 


R, (interrepting.) I rise to a | 


Thomas H. Bayley, Barksdale, Belcher, Benton, 


that, under the Constitution of the United States, 


| when a veto message is received by the House, 
| the House is bound to proceed with the consider- 


ation of the bill vetoed; and that a motion to 
adjourn on the last day of the session, before its 
consideration, is contrary to the Constitution of 
the United States, and out of order. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is | 
competent for this House to adjourn if it choose | 
to do so, and no debate can arise on the propo- 


sition that the House do now adjourn. 
The question being on the motion to adjourn, 
The roll was called; and the question was 


decided in the negative—yeas 8, nays 180; as fol- 


lows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Ball, Farley, Maurice, Meacham, Mor- 


gan, Peck, Jobn L. Taylor, and Wheeler—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. 
Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, 
Bell, Benneit, Benson, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Breckin- 
ridge, Bridges, Bristow, Brooks, Campbell, Carpenter, Ca- 
ruthers, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Chris- 
man, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Craige, 
Crocker, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Thom- 
as Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, 
Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, Thomas PD. Eliot, John M. Elliott, 
Ellison, English, Etheridge, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, 
Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, 
Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Aar n Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, 
Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Houston, 
Howe, liunt, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Knox, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, 
McCulloch, Macdonald, McDougall, McMullin, McQueen, 
Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, Middieswarth, Smith Miller, 


| Millson, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew 


Oliver, Orr, Packer, Parker, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop 
Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, 
Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Rid- 
dle, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seward, Shannon, Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skelton, 


| Samuel A. Smith, William Smith,William R. Smith, Fred- 


erick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, 
Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, Johu J. Taylor, Nathaniel 
3. Taylor, Teller, ‘‘hurston, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Up 
ham, Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Walsh, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—180, 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


The question recurred on the demand for the 
previous question made by Mr. Boyce. 

Mr. MATTESON. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The SPEAKER. That is not in order. 
yeas and nays can be had en seconding the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. SAGE demanded tellers. 

Teilers were ordered; and Messrs. Hamittron 


|} and WHEELER were appointed. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 83, noes 58. 
So the previous question was seconded. 


Allen, Appleton, 


The question recurred on ordering the main | 


uestion to be put. 
Mr. WHEELER called for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. MATTESON. 


nays, and for tellerson the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dunnam 
and Pueps were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes twenty, (not one fifth of a quorum. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 


I move that the House do | 
now adjourn, and on that I call for the yeas and | 


No | 


The question was taken on Mr. Marrteson’s 


| motion; and it was not agreed to. 


The question recurred on the call for the yeas 
and nays on ordering the main question to be put. 

The yeas and pays were ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
the question. 

The SPEAKER. 
question to be put, and on that the yeas and nays 
are ordered. 

Mr. OLDS. Let me ask a question. Phe effect 


I wish to know the state of 


of not ordering the previous question would be to | 


carry the whole matter for discussion before the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will decide the 
question when it arises. 

Mr. HUNT. And if the main question is or- 
dered it will bring the House to vote distinctly on 
the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Yes. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 131, nays 42; as follows: 

YEAS—Messre. Aiken, JamesC. Allen, Reeiceen, Ashe, 

oyce, 
Breckinridge, Bridges, Bristuw, Brooks, Caruthers, Cadae, 


It is on ordering the main | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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Chamberlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Clineman, Cobb, 
Corwin, Cox, Craige, Crocker, Cumming, Joha G. Davis, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dickinson, Dowdell, Dunbar s 
Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Pt omas 
D. tliot, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Everhart, Faulkner, 
Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Green, Greenwood, Grey, Grow 
Hamilton, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, 
Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, Houston, 
Howe, Johnson, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lewis, Lindley, 
Lindsley, McCulloch, Macdonald, McMullin, MeNair, 
McQueen, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, May, Smith Miller, 
Millson, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Join Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Preston, Pur- 
year, Ready, Reese, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, 
Ruffin, Russell, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Sin- 
gieton, Skelton, William Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, 
John J Taylor, Tetler, Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Van- 
sant. Walker, E'libu B. Washburne, Wells, Witte, Daniel, 
B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollic: ffer—131. 
NAYS—Messrs. Banks, Benson, Campbell, Carpenter, 
Cullom, Cutting, De Witt, Disney, Farley, Flagler, Frank- 
lin, Goodrich, Goodwin, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Hunt, Kerr, Knox, Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, Middle 
swarth, Morgun, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 
Peckham, Pennington, Pringle, David Ritchie, Sabin, Sage, 
Sapp, Simmons, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Israel Washburn, and Wheeler 
» 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question being ‘‘Shall the bill pass, the 
objections of the President to the contrary not- 
withstanding ?”’ 


Mr. WHEELER called for the yeas and 


aye 
he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 79, nays 98; as follews: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Bel- 
cher, Benson, Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, 
Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dickinson, Disney, Drum, Dunbar, 
Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Thomas D. Eliot, Ever- 
hart, Farley Flagler, Franklin, Goodrich, Goodwin, Green, 
Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, Howe, Hughes, 
Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, Kerr, Knox, Latham, Lyon, Macy, 
Matteson, Maurice, Maya!!, Meacham, Middleswarth, Mor- 
gan, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Peckham, Pen- 
nington, David Ritchie, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, John 
L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Tweed, 
Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walley, Eliibu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, Westbrook, and Wheeler—79. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Barksdale, 
Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, Bristow, 
Brooks, Caruthers, Caskie, Chastain, Cox, Craige, Cum- 
ming, John G. Davis, Dawson, Dowdell, Dunham, Eddy, 
Edmundson, John M. Efiiott, Ellison, Etheridge, Faulk - 
ner, Florence, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, 


| Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. 


Harris, Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hiester, Hill, 
Houston, Johnsen, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Lindley, 
Lindsley, McCulloch, McNair, McQueen, Maxwell, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, 
Orr, Packer, Parker, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, 
Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Ready, Richardson, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Seward, Seymour, 
Shannon, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, Wil- 
liam, R. Smith, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Siuart, Jonn J. 
Taylor, Tracy, Vansant, Walker, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, 
Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicofier—98 

So the bill was rejected. 

Pending the announcement of the vote— 

Mr. ASHE said: I was not within the bar when 
my name was called; I was attending to business; 
but if I had been present I should have voted in 
the negative. sf | 

Mr. McQUEEN made a similar announce- 
ment. 

Mr. ENGLISH. I hore to be out when 
my name was called. If I had been present I 
should have voted in the negative. 

Mr. CHRISMAN. I desire to say that I wae 
not in the House when my name was called. If 
I had been, I should have voted no. 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I was not present 
at the moment my name was called, during the 
vote on the reconsideration of the mail steamer 
appropriation bill under the veto of the President, 
but if*l had been I should have voted in the 
affirmative. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Senate has sent in a mes- 
sage asking us to send back the fortification bill. 
1 think we had better let them have it. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the 
bill will be sent in. 

Mr. WHEELER. [ object. 

The SPEAKER. Then the question will be 
whether the bill indicated shall be sent back to the 
Senate. 

The question was taken; and the fortification 
Lill was ordered te be sent in to the Senate. 
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ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enro!!ed 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 


bills; which thereupon received the signature of | Speaker’s table Senate resolution No. 48. 


the Speaker: ; 

Resolution explanatory of an act entitled ‘* An 
act for the relief of Abigail Stafford,”’ 

Bill for the relief of Franklin Chase; 

Bill making appropriations for deepening the 
channel over the St. Clair flats, and for deepening 
the channel over the flats of the St. Mary’s river, 
in the State of Michigan; and 

Bill to appropriate money to remove the obstruc- 
tions in the Revnvenh river, below the city of 
Savannah, in the State of Georgia. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in a was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Wesster, 
his Private eet. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I ask that the mes- 
sage just received from the President may be pre- 
sented to the House, and then I shall move to have 
it iaid on the table and printed. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the message shall be read ? 

Several Memsers. Whatis it about? 

Mr. BAYLY. | believe it is in reference to the 
Ostend conference. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

The SPEAKER. There are several communi- 
cations from the President, which will be read. 

The messages were read, two of them transmit- 
ting communications from the Secretary of the 
Interior, and recommending that the appropria- 
tions therein mentioned bemade. Referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be — 

lso, & communication transmitting to the 
House of Representatives a report from the Secre- 
tary of State, with accompanying documents, in 
answer to the resolutions of 30th January and 23d 
of eee , 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. It is too late to 
refer this matter; and sol move that it be laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. ; 

Mr. HIBBARD. I rise toa question of order. 
The gentleman from New York (Mr. Wuee.er] 
objects, but he is not in order, because he did not 
rise from his seat. 

The Chair did not sustain the point of order. 

The question was put on Mr. Barxy’s motion; 
and it was agreed te. 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE PATAPSCO RIVER. 

Mr. MAY. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to go to the consideration of a very 
pressing subject—Senate bill 436. ss 

Mr. LETCHER. Let us hear what it is. 

The SPEAKER. It is Senate bill (No. 436) 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Pa- 
tapsco river, and to render the port of Baltimore 
accessible to the war steamers of the United States. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. MAY. Then I ask to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of taking up this bill. 

Mr. WHEELER. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative— yeas 82, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Apple- 
ton, Ashe, Thomas H. Sayly, Barksdale, Benton, Bridges, 
Bristow, Brooks, Chadier, Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, 
Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Dawson, De 
Witt, Dunbar, Edmands, John M. Elliott, English, Eth- 
eridge, Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Goodrich, Goodwin, 
Green, Greenwood, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hunt, Roland 
Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Latham, Lindiey, Lindsley, Lyon, 
Macy, May, Meacham, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, 
Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, John 
Perkins, Phillips, Pratt, Preston, Reese, Richardson, Rid- 
die, Ruffin, Russell, Seward, Seymour, Shower, Singleton, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub,* David 
Start, John L. Taylor, Tweed, Vansant, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Ettihu B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, 
Westbrook, Witte, and Hendrick B. Wright—82. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Belcher, Benson, Bocock, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Cobb, John G. Davis, Dick- 
inson, Drum, Eastman, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Farley, 
Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, An- 
drew J. Harlan, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hiester, Houston, 
Howe, Hughes, Daniel T. Jones. Geotge W. Jones, Knox, 
Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, McNair, Matteson, 
Maurice, Mayall, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Norton, Olds, 
Andrew Oliver, Peck, Bishop Perkins, Powell, Pringle, 
Rogers, Sage, Sapp, Shannon, Simmons, Skelton, William 
Smith, Richard H. Stanton, Andrew Stuart, Nathaniel G. 
Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Walsh, Israel Wash- 
burn, Wheeler, and Daniel B. Wright—63. 


So the rules were not suspended. 
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| main question ordered to be put. 


| tion upon the passage of the resolution, which was 


| tain, Cobb, Cox, Craige, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Edmund- 





HE FOX AND WISCONSIN RIVERS. | 
Mr. EASTMAN. 
sent of the House to enable me to take from the 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. What is it? | 

Mr. EASTMAN. It is a resolution recom- | 
mended by the Commissioner of the General Land |, 
Office, in order to remove from his mind any doubt | 
in regard to the construction of a certain bill. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. EASTMAN. Then I move to suspend 
the rules. 

The resolution was reported as follows: 

Senate resolution (No. 48) explanatory of an 
act approved August 3, 1854. 

The resolution is to the effect, that it was the 
intent of the act of Congress approved August 3, | 
1854, that the same should be construed to give to 
the State of Wisconsin, in aid of the improvement | 
of the navigation of the Fox and isconsin 
rivers, a quantity of land, equal mile for mile for | 
its improvement, to that given to Indiana under | 
the provisions of the act of Congress approved 
May 9, 1848. 

The question being on the motion to suspend 
the rules, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers. 

The question was taken by tellers; and they | 
reported—ayes 92, noes 25. 

So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I demanded the previous 
question upon the passage of the resolution I have 
submitted. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


The resolution was then ordered to be read a 
third time, and having been read the third time, 
Mr. EASTMAN demanded the previous ques- 


seconded, and the main question ordered to be 


ut. 
. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays, and tellers upon the yeas and nays. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. James C. 
Aten and Epmunp:son were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 29, noes 95. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and resulted— 
yeas 99, nays 42; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, Thomas H. 
Bayly, Banks, Belcher, Benson, Benton, Campbell, Car- 
penter, Caruthers, Chandler, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Crock- 
er, Cullom, Cutting, Thomas Davis, Dawson. De Witt, 
Dickinson, Disney, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Edmands, 
Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Farley, Flagler, Florence, 
Franklin, Giddings, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Grey, 
Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Knox, Kurtz, 
Lindley, McCulloch, Macy, Matteson, Maxwell, Meacham, 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Olds, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, Pringle, Rich- 
ardson, Russell, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Simmons, Singleton, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard fi, Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Na- 
thaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Upham, Wade, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, | 
Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, Wheeler, and Hendrick 
B. Wright--—99. 

NAYS—Mesers. Ashe, Barry, Bridges, Caskie, Chas- | 


son, Fuller, Goode, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. 
Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, George W. 
Jones, Keitt, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, Maurice, Smith 





Robbins, Ruffin, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, Straub, Trout, 
Walsh, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—42. 


So the bill was passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by the 
hands of Assury Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, 
informing the House that they had passed a res- 
olution to suspend the 17th joint rule of the two 
Houses, and asking the concurrence of the House 
therein. 

Several Members. Read the resolution. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, (the House of Representatives concurring) That 
the 17th joint rule of the two Houses be suspended for the 
present session. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the 
seventeenth joint rule: 

* No bill or resolution that shall have passed the House of | 
Representatives and the Senate shall be presented to the | 


President of the United States for his approbation on the | 
last day of the session.”’ 


The question was then taken; and the resolution } 


was agreed to. 


| 


bill of the House (No. 569) maki 


Miller, Millson, Murray, Packer, Peck, Bishop Perkins, 
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Also, a message was received from the Senate 


Lask the unanimous con- || by Assury Dickins, Esq., their Secretary, in. 


forming the House that the Senate had passed . 


ng a 
tions for the civil and diplomatic exponen of 


Government for the year ending the 30th of June 
1856, and for other purposes, with sundry amend. 
ments; in which he was directed to ask the concur. 
rence of the House. 


EXTRA COMPENSATION TO PAGES, EtT¢, 


Mr. APPLETON. 1 ask the unanimous cop. 
sent of the House to offer this resolution: 

Resolved, That the usual extra compensation be Paid to 
the pages, folders, and such other employees who have 
heretofore received the same, including the watchmen em 
ployed upon the Capitol extension who have not reeviys, 
the same, and who have not, and shall not hereafter, receive 
the benefits of the joint resolution approved July 20, j854, 

Mr. PRATT. I object. 

Mr. APPLETON. Then I move to suspend 
the rules, to enable me to introduce the resolution, 

The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to, two thirds voting in favor thereof, 

So the rules were suspended. 


| Mr. GREEN. I wish to offer the following 
| amendment: 

Resolved, That J. M. D. France, who has been actin 
as page on the floor of the House of Representatives durins 
the present session, since the 5th day of December last, be 
paid the same amount of compensation as shall be paid jo 
| the other pages during the same time. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I have an amendment, 


Crived 


|| which I think is appropriate here; and I offer it as 


an amendment to this amendment. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 
| Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to the widow 
| of Charles W. Stewart, late assistant doorkeeper, the salary 
| of said office from the day of his death to the end of the 
| present session. 
Mr. APPLETON. I demand the previous 
| question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 
| The question was put upon the amendment; and 
it was agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the amendment as 
| amended, and being put, it was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was then agreed 


to. 

Mr. GREEN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 


IMPROVEMENT OF NEWARK HARBOR. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. 1 ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to discharge the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union from the 
further consideration of Senate bill (No. 530) for 


| continuing the improvement of the harbor of New- 

ark, New Jersey. 

The bill, which was read for information, appro- 

| priates $25,000 for the improvement of Newark 
harbor and bay, to be expended under the direc- 

_ tion of the Secretary of War. 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 

| Mr. PENNINGTON. 

| rules. 

The question was put; and, on a division, sixty 
only voting in the affirmative— 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and decided— 
yeas 85, nays 43; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Banks, Benson, Benton, Bris- 
tow, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberiain, 
Chandler, Clark, Cook, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cutting, 
De Witt, Dickinson, Dunbar, Eastman, Edmands, Thomas 
D. Eliot, Etheridge, Farley, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, 
Giddings, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Harrison, Haven, 
Henn, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Roland Jones, K10x, 
Lindley, Lindsley, Macy, Matteson, Middleswarth, Mor- 
gan, Nichols, Noble, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peckham, 
Pennington, Phillips, Preston, Pringle, Richardson, Riddle, 
| David Ritchie, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapps 
, Simmons, Skelton, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
| vens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Tay- 
| lor, Teller, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Ellibu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Went- 
worth, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Alien, Thomas H. Bayly, 
| Barry, Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Caskie, Cobb, Craige, John 

G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Drum, Dunham, Eddy. Ellison, 
Goode, Grey, Aaron Harlan, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, 
Daniel T. Jones, Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, 
McCulloch, McQueen, Maxwell, Smiih Miller, Millson, 
Murray, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Packer, Ruffin, William 
Smith, Richard H. Stanton, John J. Taylor, Trout, and 
Wailsh—43. 
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Not being two thirds, the rules were not sus- fl 


pended. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by | 
Aspory DickINs, Esq., their Secretary, notifying || 


the House that that body had passed the naval | 
appropriation bill with sundry amendments, and | 
asking its concurrence therein. 


CIVIL AND iIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The civil and diplomatic 
bill has been returned to us from the Senate with | 
ove hundred and thirty pages of amendments. It 
is too late to refer it to the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, and therefore | move to refer it to the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union, with a view to movethat we go into Com- || 


mittee of the Whole to consider it. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I desire to make a prop- 
osition in reference to the bill referred to by the 
gentleman from Alabama. Although I am a very 
ardent supporter of the proposition to reduce the 
tariff, yet I feel it my duty, considering the con- 
dition ofthe public business, to move that the | 
House recede from that tariff amendment, and | 
reject all the other Senate amendments. | 





Mr. LETCHER., Is that motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from Alabama is the business first in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of lilinois. I wish te 
suggest to the gentleman from Alabama that he 
withhold that motion for the present. By the | 
votes which have been taken here to-day, there has 
been a majority of some twenty-odd upon different 
propositions to suspend the rales to take up some | 
small bills in favor of river and harbor improve- 
ments. 1 hold that in this late stage of the session 
the majority cannot afford to accord to the minor- 
ity. We have the power to pass these bills, and | 
the country expects it of us. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
not to pass the civil and diplomatic bill without 
knowing what the amendments of the Senate are. 

Mr. RICHIARDSON. I wish to make a sug- 
gestion to the gentleman from Alabama, touching 
the business in the House. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gentle- | 
man from Alabama is not debatable. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. Then I ask forthe 
question. 

Mr. WHEELER. Iask for the yeas and nays | 
upon the motion to go into the Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DAWSON. [ask leave to make a single | 


suggestion, before the motion is put, which will | 


meet the views of all interests. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. DAWSON. It is this. 
hundred and twenty pages of the Senate amend- 
ments, 

Mr. WHEELER. 
unless [ can be heard. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. We shall not vote with- 

oul knowing what we are voting about. 

Mr. WHEELER. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the motion to go into committee, and | 
demand tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 
and Keirr were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
— 33, noes 88; so the yeas and nays were or- 

ered. 

Mr. HUGHES. Is not the first question on | 
referring the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

‘The SPEAKER. The bill has already been 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union by unanimous consent. 

The question was taken on going into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
o it was agreed to—yeas 110, nays 23; as fol- 
ows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, Ashe, 
Banks, Barry, Beleher, Bell, Bocock, Boyce, Bristow, 
Chimberlain, Chastain, Cobb, Corwin, Crocker, Cutting, 
Jon G. Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Disney, Drum, Dunbar, 
Duuham, Eastman, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Ellison, 
Etheridge, Farley, Florence, Fuller, Giddings, Goode, 
Goodrich, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. | 
Harris, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Houston, Howe, 
Hughes, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, Latham, Letcher, Lewis, Lilly, Linds- 


I object to this debate, 





ley, McCulloch, McDougall, McQueen, Macy, May, Mid- i} 
dleswarth, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Murray, |} 
Nichola, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, || 





Orr, Packer, Parker, Peckham, Philiips, Powell, Puryear, f 
Ready, Richardson, Robbins, Rogeré, Ruffin, Russell; Sabin, | 
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Seymour, Shower, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
| Vens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, Join J Taylor, Teller, Trout, 

Upham, Wade, Waiker, Israel Washburn, Wells, West- 
brook, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and 
Zo'licoffer— 110. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benson, Campbell, Cook, Cullom, Dick- 
inson, Thomas D. Eliot, Franklin, Grey, Hunt, Kaox, Mat- 


teson, Mayall, Morgan, Penningwn, Preston, Pringle, | 


Reese, Sage, Sapp, Ellihu B. Washburne, John Wentworth, 

, Tappan Wentworth, and W heeler—23. 
So the House agreed to resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. MAY. Before the Speaker leaves the 
chair, 1 would state to the House, by unanimous 
consent, that a bill has just come from the Senate, 
the District judiciary bill, with many amendments, 
which can only be adjusted at this late hour of the 
session by a committee of conference. Therefore, 
| I move that the House disagree to the amend- 
ments of the Senate, and that a committee of con- 


ference be asked on the disagreeing votes between | 


the two Houses. 

Mr. WHEELER. I object. 

The House resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. His- 
BARD in the chair.) 

Mr. HUNT. 
a recess until seven o’clock this evening. 

s of **No!” “ No!’’] 

Mr. HUNT. I will modify my motion, so that 
it will read, that the committee take a recess until 
six o’clock this evening. 

Mr. WHEELER. I hope the motion for six 
o’cluck will be voted down, and that the commit- 


tee will take a recess until seven o’clock this even- 
in 


g. 
Mr. WITTE. I move an amendment to the 


| motion for a recess, to make it read seven o’clock, | 


instead of six o’clock. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WHEELER. 
| motion, as amended. 
Tellers were not ordered. 


amended, was agreed to. 
Thereupon the committee (at half-past four 
o’clock, p. m.) took a recess until seven o’clock. 





EVENING SESSION. 
At seven o’clock, p. m., the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union resumed its ses- 
sion, (Mr. Hrssarp in thechair.) 


committee is the consideration of the amendments 
of the Senate to the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill. They will be reported, and the ques- 
tion taken on them in their order, 
First amendment of the Senate: 
From the following paragraph strike out “ $7,500,’ and 
insert in lieu thereof ** $9,000: 


** Library of Congress.—For compensation of Librarian, 
three assistant librarians, and messenger, $7 ,500.”? 


Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means informally examined 
about forty of these amendments this morning, 
and I shall be able to state its action on most of 
them. In the first amendment, the committee 
| recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Second amendment: 


After the paragraph for printing for the First Session of 
the Thirty-Fourth Congress, $115,000, insert the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That the printed sheets for the finer description 
of books authorized by either House of Congress shall be 


dry-pressed before being bound, whenever, in the opinion | 


| of the Joint Committee on Printing, itis deemed necessary ; 
| the cost thereof not to exceed the sum of fifty cents per 
| ream medium. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
| and Means recommend a concurrence. 

| The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment? 

| Strike from the following paragraph ‘‘ $48,342,” and in 
| lieu thereof irsert ** $52.692 :”” 

*¢ Department of State.—For compensation of the Secre- 
tary of State and Assistant Secretary of State, clerks, 
messenger, assistant messenger, and laburers in his office, 
$18,342. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
| and Means recommend aconcurrence in that Sen- 
ate amendment, with an amendment, as follows: 

Strike out “ $52,692,” and in lieu thereof insert 
& $50,292.” 
| Theamendment was adopted; and then the Sen- 
ate amendment, as amended, was concurred in. 


LOBE, 


—+ 


f 


I move that the committee take | 


1 demand tellers on the , 
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The question was taken; and the motion, as || 


1159 


ee aes 





Fourth amendment: 


From the following paragraph strike out the words “and 
the Department of the [nterioris hereby authorized to have 
the report of Dr. Evans published by the printer of the 
House, the expense to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated :” 

** For expeuses incurred by Dr. Join Evans, in geological 
explorations in Oregon, Washington, etc., and for the com- 
pletion of those explorations in Washington Territory, and 
on Coose Bay, $23,560. And the Department of the Inte 
rior is hereby authorized to have the report of Dr. Evang 
published by the printer of the House, the expense to be 
paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro 
priated.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the Sen- 
ate amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifth amendment: 

From the following paragraph strike out “89,508,” and in 
lieu thereof insert “gL 517 2”? 

“For compensation of the Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing, and the clerks and messenger in his office, $9,598""— 


| and add the following: 


And the Superintendent, and clerks and messenger in 
his office, and the librarian and assistants, and messengers 
in the library of Congress, shall be entitled to, and shall 
receive, the benefit of the joint resolutian approved July 
20), 1854, fixing the compensation of the legislative em- 
ployees of the Government, in the same manner and to 
the same extent as officers of the same grade in the legis- 
lative departivent. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 


|and Means recommend a disagreement in that 


amendment. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. Ido not un- 
derstand that the Committee of Ways and Means 
have had these amendments regularly before them. 
{ understand that the House refused to refer them 
back to the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
referred them to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and they are now before 
us, without having gone to any etaniding com- 
mittee; yet here we have the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means announcing what 


| that committee recommend in reference to amend- 


| The CHAIRMAN. The question before the | 


ments of the Senate which they have never offi- 
cially considered. Now, sir, this proposition is 
right and proper, and the committee ought not to 
reject it upon the mere recommendation of the 
chairman. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky had been in his place, and heard the remarks 
I made upon taking up these amendments, he 
would not have made the remarks he has. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 was in my place all the 
time, and am seldom out of it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, sir, I think the remarks 
were unnecessary. I stated, in the outset, that 
there amendments had been informally before the 


| Committee of Ways and Means, and that we had 
| come to an opinion upon some forty of them; and 


that if it was the pleasure of this committee, I 


| would state what was the opinion of the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr.STANTON. What the gentleman says 
does not in the slightest degree alter the case. He 
says the amendments were before the Committee 
of Ways and Means informally. Does that au- 
thorize him to make an announcement to us of the 
opinion of his committee to control our action? 1 
hold the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means has no right to announce what that commit- 


| tee recommend or do not recommend unless they 


| 


| one, and ought to be concurred in. 


i 


' 


have the authority of the House to report. The 
Committee of Ways and Means have not had that 
authority. Yet here are we to be controlled all 
night by the gentleman from Alabama announcing 


|| that the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 


mend thus and so, 

Mr. Chairman, this amendment ie an important 
It is to do jus- 
tice to a meritorious class of the employees of the 


| legislative body, who really labor more assiduously 


and for a greater length of time each day than any 
other clerks about the Capitol. The question is 
one for this committee, and not the gentleman 
from Alabama to decide, and I hold that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means have no more right to 
come in here and announce what is their opinion 
than the Committee on Printing have to givetheirs. 
The Committee on Printing huve considered the 
subject and agreed that this amendment ought to 
be concurred in. It was recommended by that 
committee to the Senate. The amendment was 
considered in the Senate, after full consideration, 
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and as it is just and proper, I hope this committee 
will concur tn tt. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If I knew nothing of my 
rights here the gentleman from Kentucky is the 
very last man to whom I should go to learn, for 
two or three reasons that it is now unnecessary 
tostate. 1 do not propose to control the action of 
this committee at all. I stated, distinctly and can- 
didly, to the committee at the start that we had 
these amendments informally before the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and that, if it was the 
pleasure of this committee, | would state the 
opinion to which we had come. I did suppose 
that every member of the House, with the ex- 
ception, perhaps, of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, would be glad to obtain any information 
from any source in reference to these amendments. 
If it is not the pleasure of the committee to hear 
our opinions, it is certainly no pleasure to me to 
state them. 


| ary proposed by the Senate. 
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appropriation bill. The committee then resumed 1 The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Orr in the 


its session. 
Mr. TAYLOR, (continuing. ) 


patience of the committee, and I[ shall not trespass | 


upon their time long, though, if I were to follow 


floor, [ should speak an hour upon this question. 
But I shall say but very few words in relation to 
this amendment. I wish to say whilst we pay 
the Attorney General and the members of the 
Cabinet $8,000 a year, we ought not to deny tothe 
Judges of the Supreme Court the increase of sal- 
Sir, I entertain the 
same opinion with regard to the members of the 


| Cabinet, except the Secretary of State, that Mr. 


John Quincy Adams, I am told, often expressed, 


| viz: that any good business man, of honest prin- 


ciples, could transact the business of those Depart- 


|; ments. 


The question nowbeing upon concurring in the | 


amendment of the Senate, 


Mr. STANTON demanded tellers. 


| return of the naval appropriation bill. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wricut, of | ; 
| mittee to rise and for us to go into the House, and | 


Pennsylvania, and Witte, were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 83, noes 38. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 


Sixth amendment: 


Page 40, after line twenty-two, insert the following: 

For the renewal of the furnaces in the General Post Office 
Building, ard for repairing the mantels and fire-places there- 
in, $2,000, 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventh amendment: 

Page 40, strike out the following words: 

“ Provided, All blank books, binding, and ruling the same 
for the several executive departments herein appropriated 
for, shall be furnished under the direction and supervision 
of the Superintendent of Public Printing.”’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I| understand that 
that proviso was stricken out by mistake. The 
Committee on Finance of the Senate did not rec- 
ommend it, but it was done under a mistake. I 
hope this committee will, therefore, non-concur in 
the amendment. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eighth amendment: 


Page 47, after line ten, insert the following : 
For construction of a warden’s house, an outer yard, 


| 
| 
| 
} 


and twelve cells, and fixtures for the penitentiary in the 


Territory of Utah, $13,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Agree to that. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninth amendment: 

Page 49, lines eighteen and nineteen, strike out “ 41,’ and 
insert ** 633’? so that the clause will read: 

For salaries of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, 
and eight Associate Judges, $63,000. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways | 


and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment, with an amendment to strike out 
** $63,000,” and insert ** $54,000” in lieu thereof. 
I will state in half a dozen words the effect of the 
amendment. 
increasing the salary of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States to $7,500, 
and the salaries of the Associate Judges to $7,000. 
The Committee of Ways and Means have in- 
structed me to recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment with an amendment fixing the salary 
of the Chief Justice at $6,500, and the salaries of 
the Associate Justices at $6,000. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 


mittee of Ways and Means, which proposes to 
amend the amendment of the Senate which fixes 
the salary of the Chief Justice at $7,500, and the 
salaries of the Associate Justices at $7,000, so as 
to fix the former at $6,500, and the latter at $6,000. 
I am opposed to amending the amendment of the 


Senate, and, therefore, opposed to the proposition | 


of the gentleman from Alabama. 1 beiieve that 
these gentlemen richly deserve the compensation 
which the Senate of the United States propose to 
give them. I wish to say here, in my place, that 
} think the eminent Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and the Associate 
Judges deserve the increase of salary which the 
Senate pro ose to give them. 

(Here the committee rose informally, and the 
Speaker having taken the chair, a message was 
received from the Senate, by Mr. Assury Dicgins, 
their Secretary, requesting the return of the naval 


| am opposed to the | 
amendment proposed by the chairman of the Com- | 


The Senate put in an amendment | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





‘ 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interposing.) The 
Senate have just sent a message here asking the 
I desire 
that the bill shall be returned, and in order that 
it may be done it will be necessary for the com- 


when we get into the House I shall move to close 
the general debate upon these amendments. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I cannot give way for that 
purpose. 

Mr. CUTTING. Oh, [hope thegentleman will 


/give way. The object of all of us is to advance 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ment. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Well, [ will yield for that pur- | 
| pose. 
Mr. JONES. I move that the committee do 
now rise. 


The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose, and the Speaker pro tem- 
pore (Mr. Orr) having taken the chair, the Chair- 


| man of the committee reported that the committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union had had 


| 


the Umion generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the amendments of the Senate to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, and had come 
to no resolution thereto. 
NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. JONES. I move that the House return 
the naval appropriation bill to the Senate, as 


| requested by that body. 


The motion was agreed to. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC 

DEBATE. 

Mr. JONES. I now submit a resolution to 

close debate on the Senate amendments to the civil 

and diplomatic bill in five minutes after its consid- 


BILL——-CLOSE OF 


eration shall have been resumed in the Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, and on 


| that resolution I call the previous question. 


| 
t 


Mr. WHEELER. 
that. 

Mr. HOUSTON, (to Mr. Wueeter ) 
want longer time, say so. 


I call 


If you 


I know the im- || 


| chair.) The previous question has been demanded 
’ 


and debate 1s not in order. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE took the floor. 


|| Mr. HOUSTON. I ask a vote on the demand 
the example of some of my friends upon this | 


for the previous question. 
Mr. WHEELER. I rise to a question of 
order. ‘The previous question has been demanded 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I rise for the purpose 
of appealing to the gentleman from Missouri { Mr. 


| Pueips) to withdraw his call for the previous 


question, in order that we méy make one more 
effort, by having another committee of conference. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The report of the committee 
of conference on the disagreement is not debat. 
able; and the motion in order is, either to insist on 
our action or to ask a committee of conference. 


| These are the only two motions in order, and 


|| the public business, and this will take but a mo- | 


| on due consideration. 


neither of them is debatable. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have submitted this motion 
Two committees of con. 
ference have met the committee on the part of the 
Senate, and the House refused to agree tothe first 
report of the committee. In the second conference 
the committee were unable to agree, and we have 
not time to spend longer in these committees of 
conference. I would cheerfully yield to my col- 
league, (Mr. Benton,] but time is precious, and | 
must insist on the previous question on my motion 


| to adhere. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I give notice that, if 
the House will vote down the demand for the 


| previous question, I willask for another committee 


for a division on | 


Mr. JONES. Does the gentleman from Ohio | 


request longer time? 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Then I modify the resolution 
so as to close debate in ten minutes after its con- 
sideration shall have been resumed. 

The previous | ses was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and, under the 
operation of the previous question, the resolution 
was adopted. 

Mr. JONES. I now move to suspend the rules, 
and go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

ARMY APP®OPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have a privileged motion 
which I desire to submit. 
ference on the part of the House of Represent- 
atives, has met the committee of conference on the 
part of the Senate, on the disagreeing votes of the 


two Houses on the bill making appropriations for | 


The committee of con- | 


I only want ten 


} 


| 


the support of the Army for the ensuing fiscal | 


year, and we have been unable to agree. 
has been the second committee of conference that 


has met the Senate committee, and I therefore | 


This | 


| 
} 


submit a motion that the House adhere to its dis- | 


agreement; and on that motion | demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. BENTON. 
to the House. 


I desire to make a statement 


| 





of conference. 

Mr. CUTTING. 
to ask a question? 

Mr. WALSH. No; the previous question has 
been called for. 

Mr. BENTON. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no 
objection the gentleman from Missouri may pro- 
ceed with his personal explanation. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I object. 

The question being on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, 


Mr. MATTESON demanded the yeas and 


nays. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not in order 
to call for the yeas and nays on seconding the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. CUTTING. I am requested by a large 
number of gentlemen to inquire what is the pre- 
cise point of disagreement. If we knew that, we 
could vote; but if we do not know it, we cannot 
vote. I desire simply to know the point of disa- 
greement? 

Mr. HOUSTON. [ would state that it is not 
in order to make an inquiry of this kind. Iam 
going to appeal to the gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. Preps] to withdraw his report, and to 
meet again the committee of conference on the 
part of the Senate, and see if they cannot come to 
some adjustment. . 

Mr. PHELPS. It appears to be the wish of 
the House that this course should be pursued. 1 
therefore withdraw my motion. 

The question recurred on Mr. Jones’s motion 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I ask permission to pre- 


Is it in order, Mr. Speaker, 


I rise to a personal explana- 


Smithsonian Institution, not to be acted upon, but 
to be laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

There being no objection, the report was re- 
ceived, and was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. As the gentleman from 
Missouri has withdrawn the call for the previous 
question, I ask to offer a joint resolution to pay 
extra compensation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (interrupting.) I 
insist that my motion be put to the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as correctly enrolled the following 
bills and joint resolution; which thereupon re- 
ceived the signature of the Speaker: 

| A joint resolution for a final adjustment of the 
_ accounts of John D. Colmesnil; 
An act to establish Columbus, in the State of 


| 
sent a report from the select committee on the 


| Mississippi, Chattanooga, in the State of Ten- 


ebsannia toasts 


la. 
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neseee, and Hickman, in the State of Kentucky, 
ports of delivery; and 
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gue 


| only during one Administration, and very fre- 


quently not for that length of time. There is not 


Resolu'ion explanatory of an act passed 3d | a gentleman upon this floor who will not say that 


Augusl, 1854. i 

The quesuon being on Mr. Jones’s motion, it 
was taken; ard the motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hissaro in the 
chair.) 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Alabama, to the ninth amendment of the Senate, 
and the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Tartor} is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I am desirous, Mr. 
Chairman, of facilitating the public business. I 
do not at all wish to delay it. But this is a ques- 
tion which, I think, the committee ought to :on- 
sider closely, and say, by their votes, whether 
they are not willing to pay this compensation to 
the Judges of the Supreme Court. 


proceeds further in his remarks, I wish to say to 


him and to the committee, that this subject of the | 


compensation of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
was well considered by the Judiciary Committee 


\ 


of this House, and I believe we were all agreed, | 


after a most careful investigation, that the amount 


of labor performed by that bench, entitled them to | 
“We all know how faithfully | 


this compensation. 
they perform their duties, and that this compen- 
sation is not too high. Besides, we took into 
consideration the fact that these men can have no 
home, and that they must come here and stay half 
the year or more at enormous expense. We con- 
sidered, without any division of opinion among 
us, that that measure of compensation was the 
least that ought to be accorded to them. 1 speak 
of the amount proposed by the Senate. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 am very glad to 
hear the statement of the honorable gentleman 
from Maryland, who, as an eminent lawyer, com- 
mands the respect of this House, and as a distin- 
guished member of the Judiciary Committee, 
whose opinions have swayed the action of this 
body upon more occasions than one. | am not 
the advocate of high salaries, but I believe that 
the laborer is worthy of his hire, and | believe 
that we do not pay the Judges of the Supreme 


Courtof the United States compensation sufficient | 


to command the first talent of the country for 
that high tribunal. A great many of the most 
eminent men of the country would be called to 
the bench in the event of vacancies occurring, if 
they could be persuaded to accept the position; 


but the public places of this country, in my hum- || 


ble opinion, are getting to be, in many respects, 
burdensome and intolerable—as, for example, 
the place of United States Senator from a neigh- 
boring State, or Representative in Congress from 
a neighboring district, on account of the immense 


| 


| 





| 
| 
| 


labor attendant upon the position, and the inade- | 


quate compensation paid to officials. 


This ques- || 


tion of salaries ought, in my judgment,long since | 


to have undergone the investigation of Congress, | 


and the pay of members of Congress ought to 
have been equalized. The question of an increase 
of compensation to the Judges of the Supreme 
Courtis now before us. We now hayean opportu- 
nity to do them justice, and I ask every intelligent 
man upon this floor, if he is not willing to make the 
salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Court equal 
to those of your Attorney General and Secretary 
of the Interior? I know that there isa difference 
of opinion upon this subject; but I appeal to the 
committee to adhere to the amendment of the Sen- 


ate, and vote down the amendment of the Com- | 


mittee of Ways and Means. 
Mr. SKELTON. I hope that the amendment 
of the Committee of Ways and Means will pre- 


vail. The arguments presented by the honorable | 


gentleman from Ohio amount to this, that while 
the salaries of the Judges of the Supreme Court 
was only $5,000 —— 
; + od TAYLOR. Four thousand five hundred 
ollars, 
Mr. SKELTON. Are only $4,500, while those 
of the Cabinet officers are $8,000. There is a 


material difference between the position of aJudge | 


of the Supreme Court, and that of one of the Cab- 


inet officers. A Cabinet officer holds his office || 





|| they are situations of high distinction. 


Mr. MAY. Before the gentleman from Ohio | 


} 
j 
| 
| 


ir 


the duties of a Cabinet officer are twice as arduous 
as those of a Judge of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Cabinet officers are engaged con- 
stantly and unceasingly, while the Judges of the 
Supreme Court have their intervals of rest; and in 
| addition to that, they hold their offices for life. 
They receive a salary sufficient for the position 
they occupy, and it is a salary which is guaran- 
tied to them as long as they live. The very best 
| talent of the country can be secured to fill places 
upon the bench of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States, because the places are held for life, and 
o The gen- 
tleman from Qhio asks, will men of the best talent 
accept these high offices? 
tleman by asking him, if he ever knew an instance 
where a vacancy occurred in the office of Judge, 
of any individual refusing to accept the place? On 
| the contrary, | know that those places are sought 


for in preference to any other appointments under | 
They are more desira- 


the Federal Government. 
ble than any other offices in the gift of the Presi- 
| dent of the United States, and are so copsidered 
by the distinguished men of this country. The 
Judges upon the bench have ample means to sup- 
port themselves, and they have the situations as 
long as they live. 
The gentleman from Ohio talks about the ardu- 


ous nature of the duties of the Judges upon the | 
I ask if the duties they perform are to be | 


bench. 
compared at all in this respect with those performed 
by the Cabinet officers? The gentleman says that 
he is not in favor of high salaries. I would ask if 


|| it is not a well known fact that the gentleman has 


uniformly advocated an increase of salaries, when- 


ever propositions of that character have been made | 
1 think that we have gone far | 


in the House? 
enough in this matter of increase of salaries. We 


have already multiplied places and increased sal- | 
|| aries to such an extent, that the contest in this 
| country between the two political parties has 


become a mere contest for spoils. It is not a con- 
test for principle; and I think it is high time that 


| we should put an end to this increase of salaries. 
| We are about returning to our homes, and we 
| should not inflict any more evils upon the country 


by an increase of salaries. 
The question being on Mr. Hovston’s amend- 


| ment, 


Mr. SKELTON demanded tellers; which were 


| ordered; and Messrs. Hamittron and Nose were 
| appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported | 


—ayes 89, noes 62. 
Su the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it in order to oppose 
the Senate amendment now? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 
hausted upon the amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it in order to move to 
reduce the sum further ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
$500. 

Mr. ORR. I submit that it is not in order to 
| move to strike out a sum which has been put in 
| by the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 


gentleman is right,and that the amendment is not 
in order. 


Debate is ex- 


It is. 
I move to reduce the sum 


| Mr. CLINGMAN. My object in moving the 


| amendment was only to get an opportunity to say 
a single word. 


| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is 
| not in order to move to change the amount which 
has been adopted by a vote of the committee. 
| The question recurred on agreeing to the Senate 
amendment. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I offer an 
amendment. I do not intend to discuss it, but I 
should like to have a vote upon it. it wasomitted 


|| by the Senate unintentionally. 


The amendment was read, as follows: 


And the salary of the judge of the orphans’ court, in the 
District of Columba, shali be $2,000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
order on that amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment not in order. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 


I raise a point of 


The Chair holds the 


[ will answer the gen- | 
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the Senate amendment, as amended; and it was 
decided in the affirmative. 


Tenth amendment: 


Page 50, line twenty-seven, after the word “ dollars,” 
insert the following : 

And in the settiement of the accounts of the late United 
States Attorney, and the late marshal of the United States 
district court of the northern district of California, the 
whole or aggregate amount of fees, compensation, and 
emoluments, at the rates prescribed for said officers sevoy 
ally in the second, eighth, and ninth sections of an act of 
Congress, chapter 86, approved September 2s, 1850, shall 
be allowed and paid them severally for the services ren- 
dered by them respectively prior to the 26th day of Febru- 
ary, 1853, as taxed by the judge of said court. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eleventh amendment: 


Page 51, line eight, after the word “ dollars,’’ add the 
following: 

And hereafter the annual salaries of the assistant treasu 
rers at Boston and St. Louis shal! be $4,000 each. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I move to reduce the 
amount $1,500. My objectin moving the amend- 
ment is to say that there is not an officer of this 
Government, in my opinion, whose salary ought 
to be increased. If there be such a one Il do not 
know it, and [I do not believe such a case exists, 
and I want to settle that principle by this vote. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have but a word to say upon 
this amendment. I oppose the amendment of the 
gentleman from North Carolina. The assistant 
treasurer at St. Louis has, for the last two years, 
had, on an average, more than $5,000,000 a year 
under his control. By a regulation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury—Mr. Guthrie—he is obliged 
to keep the accounts of thirty-three disbursing 
officers. During this period of time he has, to 
enable him to conform to that requisition, em- 
ployed an old and experienced clerk, and has beeo 
compelled to pay him three hundred dollars a year 
out of his own salary. The amount of salary 
allowed to the clerk is only $900. The average 
daily business of that office exceeds $50,000. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have noreference to this 
case any more than toanyother. My object was 
to call the attention of the committee to this mat- 
ter of increase of salary, and | hope gentlemen 
who agree with me will unite and vote down the 
amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I believe the salary of that 
treasurer is inadequate, and ought to be increased, 
in consequence of the responsibility attached to 
the office. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was non-concurred in, 

Twelfth amendment: 

Page 59, line thirteen, insert the following : 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to replace lost 
light-vessels to mark the dangerous New South Shoals off 
Nantucket, Massachusetts, $30,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirteenth amendment: 


Page 59}, line twenty, insert the following: 
For the completion of the custom-house at Mobile with 
granite facing in the place of brick, $95,000. 


Mr. ROBBINS. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 

The question was put, and the Chair declared 
the amendment concurred in, whereupon— 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I ask for a division on that 


| amendment, and I simply desire to state a fact to 


the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. It is too late. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I do not desire to debate the 
amendment, but merely to state that the Commit- 
tee on Commerce have recommended it; a com- 
mittee of the Senate have recommended it, and 
the Committee of Ways and Means of this House 
have recommended it. 

Mr. PHELPS. [demand tellers on the amend- 
ment. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to increase the appro- 
priation to $100,000. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommenda concurrence in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. It is for the completion of 
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the Mobile custom-house with granite facing in- || 


stead of brick. The appropriation of the last 
session was made under the expectation that a 
brick building would be erected. The Secretary 
of the Treasury has had an examination made, 
and the engineer has reported that in consequence 


of the climate, and its effect on brick, granite | 


would have to be substituted. I hope the Senate 
amendment may be concurred in. I now with- 
draw my amendment. 

Mr. COX. I object to the withdrawal of the 
amendment. 


The question was taken; and the amendment to | 


the amendment was rejected. ; 

Messrs. Nonie and Asue were appointed tellers. 

The question was taken; and the Senate amend- 
ment was concurred in, the tellers having reported 
—ayes 92, noes 31. 

Fourteenth amendment: 

Under the head of intercourse with foreign nations, insert 
as follows. 

For salaries of envoys extraordinary and ministers pleni- 
potentiary of the United States, $267,500. 

For salaries of secretaries of legation, $44,509. 

For salary of the commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, 
$6,000. 

For the dragoman to the mission to Turkey, $2,500. 

For the interpreter to the mission to China, $2,510. 

For the salaries of consuls of the United States, $271,750. 


For return allowances of ministers and commis-ioners | 


abroad, or #0 much thereof ax may be necessary, $48,079. 


For contingeut expenses of ail the missions abroad, or 80 | 


much thereof as may be necessary, $96,543 75. 

Mr. HAVEN. These appropriations, although 
large, are in conformity with the provisions of the 
bill which was passed during this session for the 
purpose of regulaung our intercourse abroad. I 
hope that it may be concurred in. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. The item for 
contingencies, $96,543 75, seems to be large, and 
I should like to have some explanation of it. 

Mr. PERKINS, of New York. On, no. Let 
us go it blind. [Laughter.} 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is so much confusion 
that it is impossible to hear what is being done. 
The Committee of Ways and Means recommend 
to amend that amendment by striking out the ninth, 
tenth, and eleventh lines, as follows: 

For return allowances to ministers and commissioners 
abroad, or 80 much thereof as may be necessary, $48,875. 

The reason for striking that outis that the recent 
consular bill which passed both Houses, makes 


provision fur excluding foreign ministers from any 
This provis- | 


return allowances as well as outfits. 
sion proposes to take effect the Ist of July next, at 
the same time that this bill takes effect. Asa matter 
of course, therefore, Ll think this allowance is en- 
tirely unnecessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the amendment as amended, and being taken, was 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Fifteenth amendment: 

In page 60, line one, strike out to page 61, line one, as 
follows: 

**) or salary of ministers of the United States to Great 
Britain, France, Russia, Prussia, Spain, Brazil, Peru, Mex 
ico, and Chili, $81,000, 

** For salaries of secretaries of legation to the same places, 
$18,000. 

“Por salary of a minister resident to Turkey, $6,009. 

“ For salary of the dragoman to the legation to Turkey, 
g2,5.0. 

** For payment of the draft of Francis Dainese, late United 
States consul for Constantinople, of December 20, 1852, 
being for compensation uuder the act approved Lith August, 


1848, of his se: vices from the 16th May, 1849, to the 20th of | 


December, 1852, inclusive, $3,5 4 40, 

** For salaries of charge d'affaires or ministers resident to 
Portugal, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, Holland, Belgium, 
Naples, Sardinia, the Papal States, New Granada, Vene- 
zucla, Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, Ecuador, Switzerland, Nic- 
aragua and Guatem ila, $76,500. 

“ For salary of a clerk to the United States legation at 
London, $8v0. 

“For coutingent expenses of all the missions abroad, 
$40,000.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. We have just adopted an 
amendment that 13 to be inserted in lieu of this. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Page 61, line five, after the word “‘ Powers” strike out 


the word * nine,’ aud insert “ six’? in the following para- 
graph: 


* For expenses of intercourse with the Barbary Powers , 
$9,000.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOE 


| 
| 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 


Seventeenth amendment: 
Page 61, after line five, strike out all to the end of line | 
six, page 62, as follows: 
‘* For salary of the consul at London, #°,000. 
‘+ For salary of the commissioner to the Saudwich Islands, | 
$5,000. | 
** For interpreters, guards, and other expenses of the con- 


sulates at Coustantinople, Smyrna, Canaia, and Alexandria, | 
$2,000 
> 
** For office rent of the consuls at Basle and Zurich, in 


Switzerland, $200. 
** For salary of a commissioner to reside in China, 29,000. 
** For salary of the interpreter and secretary to said mis- 
sion, $2,500. 
* For salary of a consul general at Alexandria, $5,000. 
“For compensation to the consuls at the five ports in 
China, viz: Kwang Chow, Amoy, Fuchow, Ning Po, and 
Shanghai, $5,000.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. That is of the same character 
ras the other. The Committee of Ways and Means 
recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighteenth amendment: 


Page 63, strike out the following: 

** For clerk hire, office rent, and other expenses of the 
office of the consul of the United States at Leghorn, 
§2,800. 

* For salary of the consul at Beirout, in Syria, $2,000 ;”” 
and insert, at the end of the following paragraph : 

*« For the purchase of blank books, stationery, arms of the 
United States, presses, and flags, and for the payment of 
postages for the consuls of the United States, $10,000 ;”’ 
as follows: 

For compensation of a consul general to reside at Si- 
moda, in Japan, at the rate of $5,000 per annum, $3,756. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 


| ‘The amendment was concurred in. 


| Nineteenth amendment: 
| Atthe end of line fourteen, page63, insert the following : 
To reimburse Commodore M. C. Perry, of the United 

| States Navy, for the extraordinary expenses incurred by 
him on his recent mission to Japan, and as a consideration 
for his eminent public service in effecting a treaty of amity 
and commence with that power, $20,000, to be received in 
full of all expenses or other charges incurred by him on that 

| mission. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 
|| The amendment was concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment: 


appropriated, to Robert C. Schenck, of Ohio, for his full 
compensation while employed as Envoy Extraordinary aud 
| Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, on special 
mission to the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, in the year 


| Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of the 
| United States, on special mission to the Argentine Con- 
| feceration in the year 1853, the sum of $9,900; such pay- 
| ment to be in lieu of the per diem provided for said Robert 

C, Schenck, in the act “ making appropriations for the civil 





BE. 


| 
| 
| 


amendment. | 
! 
' 








Insert, after line fourteen, page 63, the following words: 
And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to | 
pay, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise | 


| 1852, the sum of $9,000; and for his full compensation as | 


and diplomatic expenses of the Government,”’ approved | 


| August 4, 1854. - 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 
the Committee of Ways and Means to recom- 
mend a non-concurrence in that amendment. 
| Mr. WHEELER. Before the question is taken 
|| upon that amendment, I desire that the law re- 
lating to such cases as this may be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
‘* And be it further enacted, That no person, hereafter, 
who holds or shall hold ‘any office under the Government 
of the United States, whose salary or annual compensation 


shall amount to the sum of $2,500, shall receive compensa- 
| tion for discharging the duties of any other office.” 


Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I demand tellers upon 
| concurring in that amendment. 
| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Taytor, of 
Ohio, and Watsu were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
| ported—ayes 79, noes 59. 
So the amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-first amendment: 


| 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 


| and consular representatives of the United States in for- 





| returning home, to such citizens of the United States in 
| foreign countries as may have been reduced to a state of 
destitution of the necessaries of life, by shipwreck or the 
necessary abandonment of the tessel in which they had 
embarked, and also to such citizens of the United States 


as, being on their way from one part of the United States | 


to another, have become destitute in foreign countries in 
consequence of shipwreck, disease, or any other casualty, 
§20,L.00. 

I am instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to recommend 
| a non-concurrence in that amendment, 
| The amendment was disagreed to. 


To enable the Secretary of State, through the diplomatic | 


| eign countries, to afford relief, and to provide the means of | 


I am instructed by | 


| 
| 














Twenty-second amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of State to reimburse to Edward 
Riddle such sum as shall be satisfactorily shown to have 
been expended by him, or which said Riddle may have ob 
ligated him-<elf to pay on account of his official position at 
the industrial exhibition at London, England, or so much 
as shall be nece-sary, $26,060: Provided, That no portion 
of the payments made pro ruta by contributors to said ex. 
hibition shall be regarded as within this appropriation. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 


‘|| Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
| that amendment. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not desire to 
make a speech upon this proposition, but simply 
to remark to the committee that it proposes to re. 
imburse Mr. Riddle a sum ef money alleged to 


| have been expended by him without a shadow of 


authority. Now, if individuals all over the coun. 


| try can charge the Treasury of the United States 


at will, we have no control over that Treasury. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-third amendment: 

Page 71, after line seventeen, insert as follows: 

For surveying the base, principal meridian, correction 
parallels, township, and section lines in the Territory of 
Utah at augmented rates, $50,000. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 


| Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 


that amendment. 
The amendment was concurred in. 
Twenty-fourth amendment: 
Page 71, after line twenty-three, (in the clause providing 


| for the officers of the penitentiary in the District of Coium- 


bia,) insert as follows : 

And twenty per cent. additional salary is hereby appro- 
priated to be paid to the said officers of the penitentiary, 
ay per cent. shall commence from the lst day of July, 

853. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The majority of the 
Committee of Ways and Means recommend a 
non-concurrence in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-fifth amendment: 


Page 73, after line ten, insert as follows : 

For filling up the present canal basin, and the construction 
of two new basins, and for clearing out the Washington 
branch of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, the sum of 
$16.408 40 is hereby appropriated: Provided, however, 
that ue money shall be expended until the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal Company shail raise the bridges in Georgetown 
across the canal to the height required by the report of 
Lieutenant B_ 8. Alexander to the Secretary of War, of 
date the 10th day of February, 1855: 4nd provided further, 
That said work shall be done according to the plans and 
estimates submitted in the report of said Lieutenant Alex- 
ander, if said plans and estimates shall meet the approval 
of the Secretary of War, and said appropriation shall be 
expended under his direction. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 


Twenty-sixth amendment: 

Page 76, line twenty-one, after the word ‘‘extension,”’ 
insert the following: 

Under the direction of the President of the United States. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-seventh amendment: 


Page 77, after line thirteen, insert : 

For footway on north frontof the President’s House, in 
lieu of the brick pavement, now much broken, containing 
seventeen thausand one hundred and seventy six square 
feet, attwenty eight cents per foot, $3.809 28. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 


| Ways and Means recommend concurrence. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Twenty-eigghth amendment: 


For finishing the brick pavement on the south front of 
Lafayette square, $1,000, 


Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
concurrence in that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Twenty-ninth amendment: 


For making a culvert, and improving Judiciary square 
$5,000. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The committee rec- 
ommend non-concurrence in that amendment. 
Theamendment was non-concurred in. 


Thirtieth amendment: 


For repairing and extending culvert running from the 
Capitol grounds to the center of south Capitol street, to- 
wards the canal, 35,000. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The committee rec- 

ommend non-concurrence in that amendment. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Thirty-first amendment: 


After line three, on page 79, insert as follows : 
For continuing the work on the Washington aqueduct, 
$250;000. 
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Mr. WITTE. 
desire to offer here. 
[he amendment totheamendment was reported, 
as follows: 
Strike out the Senate amendment, and insert the follow- 
1b 


bor the introduction of an abundant supply of water into 
the city of Washiugtun, on or before the st day of January, 
1857, on the plan of Lemmon & Co., $250,000: Provided, 
A coutract is first made with them in accordance with their 


proposal, and the whole cost does not exceed $1,000,000; || 


they guaranteeing the efficiency, permanency, and mainte- 
nance of the works for tour years after completion, as pro- 
posed by them. The whole to be approved by the Presi- | 


dent of the United States. i 


The amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The question recurred on the Senate amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GREENWOOD called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hamitton 
and CHAMBERLAIN Were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 
—ayes 82, noes 74. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 





{Applause in the galleries. ] | 


Mr. WALSH. There is a specimen of the 
way this matter is carried on. 

Mr. KEICT. The Chair must declare to the 
galleries that this thing is disgraceful. 

[Great confusion and disorder. } 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio. 1 move that the gal- 
leries be cleared. 

Mr. ORR. I hope that the motion will be so 
modified as to clear the gentlemen’s galleries. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the 
gentleman from Ohio will withdraw his motion to 
clear the galleries. The galleries arein better order 
than this House. 

Mr. STUART. I withdraw my motion, but I 
give notice that I will renew it if the applause in 
the galleries is again renewed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair begs leave to 
remind the committee if like disorder occurs again, 
that the utmost powers of the Chair will be ex- 
erted to keep order, whether the disorder occurs 
in the galleries or in the House. 


Thirty-first and a half amendment: 


Page 7Y, after line seventeen, add the following : 

For compensation of thirty clerks of class one; ten of 
class two; nine of class three, and one at $2,000 per 
annum; one messenger at £840 ; one messeuger at S600 ; 
two taborers at $576 each; and four watchmen at 3600 
each per annum; for temporary service atthe discretion of 
the Secretary of the Interior in the Pension Office on 
account of bounty lands, $11,492. 

For contingent expenses, viz: for rent of rooms, station - 
ery, engraving plates for bounty land warrants, paper, and 
prinung the same, binding books, blank books for regis- 
ters, oflice furniture, and miscellaneous items, $20,000. 

For expenses of the current fiscal year on account of mil 





I have an amendment which I | 


HE 


CON 


and we cannot make any such arrangement here 


as that proposed by the gentleman from Georgia. 


itary bounty lands $40,000, || 


For clerk hire, patents, records, stationery, and miscel 
Javeous items in the General Land Office on account of 
military bounty lands, $70,/0): Provided, however, That 
the Secretary of the Interior, at his discretion, shall be, and 
he i= hereby, authorized to use any portion of said appro 
priation for piece work, or by the day, week, month, or 
year, at such rate or rates as he may deem just and fair. 

For compensation of ten clerks of class one, to be em- | 
ployed temporarily in the office of the Third Audtor on 
account of military bounty lands, $12,000. 

And that the Secretary of the Interior be, and he hereby | 
is, authorized and directed to pay to Jacob P. Chase the 
usu! compensation for the services of his two sons as 
clerksin the Pension Office for the time they were en- | 
giged as such, and the sum necessary to pay the same be, | 
and the same is hereby, appropriated. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee will see that | 
the amendment now under consideration is neces- | 
sary in consequence of the passage of the bounty 
land law a few days ago. Itis intended to enable 


the Department to execute the provisions of that 
law. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BAILEY, of Georgia. I desire to offer an 
amendment to this effect: that in the appointment 


of clerks there shall be an equalizing of the num- 
ber from the different States. I offer this amend- 


ment because there are no clerks of the Demo- || 


cratic party from the State of Georgia in the 
Departments here, and it is but rightand just that 
there should be an equal distribution of clerks in 
the governmental offices to all the States. I do 
protest against this thing of giving patronage to 
one State to the exclusion of other States. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1! think the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Georgia will hardly | 
be in order. The amendment of the Senate pro- 
vides for an increase of clerical force in order to 


exetute the provisions of the bounty land law |! 





The CHAIRMAN. The impression of the 
Chair is, that the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from Georgia would not be in order. 

The question was thentaken upon the Senate 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Thirty-second amendment: 


And that the Secretary of War be, and he hereby is, di- 
rected to cause to be constrneted on such site in a central 
position on the publie grounds in the city of Washington, 
as may be selected by the President of the United States, 
a suitable building for the care and preservation of the ord- 
nance, and arms, and accouterments of the United States, 
required for the use of the volunteers and militia of the 


| District of Columbia; and for the care and preservation of 
| the military trophies of the revolutionary and other wars; 


and for the deposit of newly invented and model arms for 
the military service; the said ordnance, and arms, and 


| building to be used by the volunteers and militia of the 
| Districtof Columbia, under such regulations as may be pre- 


scribed by the President ; and for the purpose of carrying 
this act into eff-ct, the sum of $30,000 be, and the same 


| hereby is, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 


not otherwise appropriated. 
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Thirty-ninth amendment: 
Page 88, line twenty two, strike out “ three ” and insert 


| instead ** five;’’ so as to make the clause read: 


To detray expenses incurred and to be incurred in com- 


| plying with the resolution of the House of Representatives, 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of | 


Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in the amendment. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Thirty-third amendment: 


Page 79, after line twenty-four, insert as follows: 

For additional to the appropriations by the act of 4th 
August, 1854, for the contngeut expenses of the Senate, 
viz: 

For binding, $30.000, 

For lithographing and engraving, $25,000. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-fourth amendment: 


Page 80, line twenty two, after the word “ dollars,” in- 
sert “‘and for the payment of a like sum to each of the 
reporters of the Senate, namely: Richard Sutton, D. F. 
Murphy, R. M. Patterson, Henry Pardun, James J. Murphy, 
aud David W. Brown, $4,500.”? 

So that the section would read: 

To enable John C. Rives to pay to the reporters of the 


| House for the Congressional Globe, viz: William W. Cur 
| ran, William Hincks, Francis H. Smith, John J. McEthone, 


Theodore F. Andrews, Charles B. Collar, and Henry G. 
Hayes, the same amount of additional compensation for 
reporting the debates of the House for the present session of 
Congress, as his bewn heretofore paid them, $860 each, 


| $5,6.0; and for the payment of a like sum to each of the 
| reporters of the Senate, namely: Richard Sutton, D. F. 


|, Murphy, R. M. Patterson, Henry Pardon, James J. Murphy, 


| and David W. Brown, $4 800: Provided, That the usual 
| extra compensation shail net be allowed to said reporters at 
| the close of the present session. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-fifth amendment: 

Page 82, after line ten, insert: 

For amount equal to dratts, checks, and deposits await- 
ing decisions in certain appropriations for approval of ~ales 
of tudian reserves, including 350 collected by, and depos- 
ited with, the late firm of Selden, Withers & Co., bya 
former disbursing officer of the Government, $4,400: Pro 
vided, That suck portion of this sum as may be recovered 
from said firm and disbursing officer shall be reimbursed to 
the Treasury of the United States. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in this amendment. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Thirty-sixth amendment: 


Page 85, line two, after the word “ officers,” insert * sub- 
ject ty the approval o! the Secretary of the Interior; so 
that the se tion would read: 

For contingent expenses of the Territory of Utah, 
$1,168 37, t) discharge such sums as the accounting offi- 
cers, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, may deem to have been necessarily expended by the 
Executive of said Territory during the years 1852, °53, 


| and *54. 


| 
| 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 


Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 


| this amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Thirty-seventh amendment: 
Page 85, after line fourteen, insert: 
For allowance for fuel, quarters, and transportation, and 


| per diem to officers under special direction of the War De- 


partment, for which there is no appropriation available 
during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1855, $5,563 12. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Thirty-eighth amendment: 
Page 86, after line thirteen, insert: 
For increased compensation of the Chief Clerk of the 


| branch Mint at New Orleans, by the thirteenth section of 


the act of 4th of August, 1854, 3400. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


26th December, 1854, $5,000. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence in 
that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Fertieth amendment: 


To enable the Secretary of State to pry Blythe & Co., 
Port Louis, in the Island of Mauritius, the amount of two 
bills of exchange, drawn upon the Department of State by 
George M. Faruliam, commercial agent, in payment of the 
expenses incurred in relieving destitute American citizens, 
which dratts were cashed by said Blythe & Co., $7,854 50. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

Mr. CUTTING. I disagree entirely with the 
recommendation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means in relation to the Senate amendment, and 
the ground of my objection to their recommenda- 
tion is this: An American vessel, with a large 
number of American passengers, sailed from the 
port of New York, bound to Australia. She en- 
countered stress of weather, was greatly damaged, 
and put into the Brazils in distress. She was de- 


| tained there a long while, the passengers being at 


theirown expense. She sailed again, met disasters 


| from the perils of the seas, and put into the cape 


| her passengers exhausting all their means. 


of Good Hope. Thereshe remained a long while, 


She 
suiled again upon her voyage, and again met with 


| accidents of the seas, and put into the Isle of 


| Mauritius or Isle of France. 





| taken of the character of a private claim. 


She there underwent 
a regular survey, and was found to be so badly 
damaged that she was condemned and sold, and 
these American passengers were left helpless and 
destitute in a foreign country. The American 
agent of the United S:ates wus compelled to take 
care of them, and obliged to put them on board 
of a British vessel bound to Australia, and to pay 
the sum of seven thousand and odd dollars out of 
his own pocket for their expenses and passage. Ele 
drew bills of exchange upon the State Department, 


| and British merchants cashed the bills, and paid 


the passage of these wretched, forlorn Americans. 
When these bills were presented to the State 
Department, they were protested, for the reason 
that there was no authority to pay them, however 
much the Government might have desired to do 
so, and I say the honor of the country is at stake 


| in reimbursing these British merchants who cashed 
| those bills. 


The Senate have reported in favor 
of it, but the Committee of Ways and Means 
recommend a non-concurrence in it. | am satistied 
that the gentlemen of that committee would gladly 
have recommended a concurrence had it not par- 


But the 


| money was paid by an official agent of the Gov- 


ernment. Suppose that agent had refused to inter- 
fere. Suppose he had left these, our countrymen, 
to starve and rot in a foreign clime, I ask would 
not the whole American people have been roused 
with indignation at an American official who had 
left his countrymen to suffer under such circum- 
stances? 

I invoke the committee to stand by the Senate 
amendment, and not agree with the recommenda- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I do not intend to 


| discuss this matter, but desire only to make a 


statement. The Committee of Ways and Means 
reported against this amendment because they 
deemed it the sense of the House. The House 


| has voted down repeatedly propositions to estab- 


lish depots in foreign countries, to take care of 


| American seamen who happen to be out of funds 


| Department. 


in those countries. 

This is a proposition to repay a sum of money 
to an individual who drew a draft upon the Secre- 
tary of State for supplies furnished to Americans 
who encountered stress of weather. He supplied 
their necessities, and drew a draft upon the State 
The Departmemt could not pay it, 
because the Secretary had no authority, and ap- 
plication is now made to Congress, and the ques- 
tion is whether Congress will commit itself to an 
obligation to pay the expenses of all American 
citizens who find themselves in distress in foreign 
countries. 


Mr. CUTTING. I submit to the committee 


|| that this isan exceptional case. It ie acase where 








1164 


an official of the Government paid the money out 
of his own pocket, and British merchants fur- 
nished the funds. I would not let American citi- 
zens be under obligation to English merchants, 
and allow these drafts to remain protested. 


The question was then taken on the Senate 


amendment; and it was concurred in. 


Forty-first amendment: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury cause the accounts 
of Mr. Hunter, chief clerk in the Department of State, for 
services rendered by bim as Acting Secretary of State in 
the absence of the Secretary, and under appointment of 
the President, during the years 1852 and 1853, to be settled 
in such manner as to allow him the difference between the 


compensation of a chief clerk and that of the Secretary of || 
State, during the several periods he acted in the latter ca- || 
pacity, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not | 


otherwise appropriated. . 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Forty-second amendment: 

For professional services, additional to his regular and 
ordinary official duties rendered by the United states at- 
torney for the northern district of California, on bebalf of 
the Onited States, in the district court of San Francisco, in 
appeals from the land commission to ascertain and settle 
the private land claims in California, from the let of June, 
1655, to ist of June, 1855, the sum of $10,000. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Forty-third amendment: 

For compensation to Mr. Rich as acting chargé d’affaires 


in Mexico, from the 2d day of August to the 13th day of || 


November, 1852, three months and thirty days, which shall 
be to full for all demands for such services for the period 
named, #od0. 


leged question. 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the Army appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I would suggest that the 
gentleman from Missouri explain from the Clerk’s 
desk the action taken by the committee of confer- 
ence. 

Mr. PHELPS. When the formal report has 
been read, I will proceed to explain the action of 
the committee of conference. 

The Clerk then read the report of the committee 
of conference. 

Mr.PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, the second com- 
mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the Army appropriation bill, 
the report of the first committee having been dis- 
agreed to, have, after a full and free conference, 


agreed to make certain recommendations to their | 


respective Houses. It is recommended that the 
| House shall recede from its disagreement to the 
sixth amendment of the Senate which appropri- 
ates for surveys for military defenses of the sea 
and inland frontier, the sum of $15,000. This 


appropriation is in accordance with the estimates | 


which have been submitted by the Secretary of 
War; but the Committee of Ways and Means 


did not think that it was expedient to include it in | 


|| this bill, and therefore recommended a non-concur- 
| rence. It was embraced in the bill by the Senate, 
and it is recommended by the managef® of the 
|| conference on the part of the House, that it recede 
from its disagreement. 
| ence on the part of the House also recommend 
| that it recede from its disagreement to the four- 
| teenth amendment of the Senate. It is in these 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The Committee of || words: 


Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. ‘This morning, while 
the civil and diplomatic bill was before the Senate, 


the Committee of Ways and Means met and acted | 


upon the amendments which have been read— 
forty-three in number. ‘The remaining amend- 


ments have not been acted upon by the Commit- | 


tee of Ways and Means. There are about one 
hundred amendments put upon the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, which have not been acted 
on by the Committee of Ways and Means. It 
is now for the committee to determine whether, 
at this late hour, it is best to go on and act upon 
the amendments, or to disagree to them, and ap- 
point a committee of conference. I have no sug- 
gestion to make, but simply inform the committee 
of the facts. 

Mr. WHEELER. Let the amendments be read. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I understand that 
one branch of the legislative power has agreed to 
these amendments, and instead of disagreeing, it 
would be more courteous to agree to them in a 
lump. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
or disagreeing until | know what they are. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
to the committee the propriety of allowing some 


gentleman to take the chair informally, that the | 
committee of conference upon the Army appro- | 


riation bill, who have agreed upon terms which, 

doubt not, will receive the approbation of this 
House, may make their report. The report 
should be made that the clerks may enroll the bill. 
There is a great press of business upon the clerks, 
and it would be best for the committee to rise in- 
formally and receive the report. 
but a few minutes. 

Mr. ROWE. [ object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
committee do now rise. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the Senate amend- 
ments to the civil and diplomatic appropriation 
bill, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the rules be suspended, and that the 
House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


I move that the 


I object to either agreeing | 


I would suggest | 


It will require || 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 

|| an act entitled ‘* An act forthe paymentof the civil officers 

employed in the Territory of New Mexico while under 

military government,’’ approved July 17, 1854, be, and the 

| same are hereby, extended to embrace the case of Lieuten- 

ant Colonel J. M. Washington, deceased, late of the Army, 

for and during the period of his appointment and service as 

military governor of New Mexico, ex officio superintendent 

|| of Indian affairs, and commander of troops prior to the 
formation of the civil government. 

The appropriation is a small one, Colonel Wash- 
| ington is dead, and the committee of conference 

recommend that the House recede from its disa- 

greement. The committee of conference recom- 
|| mend that the House recede from its disagreement 
to the fifteenth Senate amendment, which is as 
follows: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$30,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be ex- 
|| pended under the direction of the War Department in the 
purchase and importation of camels and dromedaries to be 
employed for military purposes. 

In the opinion of the Secretary of War, these 
camels and dromedaries can be advantageously 
| used in sending expresses between the western 

frontiers and points in our remote Territories and 

across the ocean prairies. 
| Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Then the committee 
of conference agree to this appropriation, for the 
employment, by the Government, of camels and 
dromedaries ? 

Mr. PHELPS. The committee of conference 
recommend that the House recede from its disa- 
greement to that Senate amendment. The Senate 
recedes from its seventeenth amendment, which is 

as follows: 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the same allow: | 


ance, in respect to rations, be hereafter made to the mili- 
tary commandant of the Schuyl!kill arsenal ia the quarter- 
master’s department as to the commandants of the arsenals 
in the ordnance department. 


| The Senate recedes from the twentieth amend- 
‘| ment, which is as follows: 
Sec. 9. nd be it further enacted, That the Governors 


|| of the several States and Territories be, and they are here- | 
|| by, authorized to sell, to the bestadvantage, the arms here- | 


1] tofore distributed under the act of April 28, 1808, and invest 
| the funds arising ouf of such sales in other arms more suit- 
| able for the purposes contemplated by said act: Provided, 
| That no arms be so purchased or provided, except such as 
| may be of the same description and caliber as those regu- 
| larly adopted and in use in the Army of the United States. 


| The next amendment is the thirteenth. It is as 
| follows: 


I submit the report of the com- | 


The committee of confer- | 


| 
| 


} 








Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That the board of | 


ending June 30, 1853, approved August 31, 1852, is hereby 


ties already conferred upon it, to extend its examinations 
to claims arising from the destruction of property by the 


officers appointed under the sixth section of the act making | 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the year | 


authorized and directed, in addition to the powers and du- | 


{ 
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by his orders, as well as for the destruction of property by 
the enemy, caused by the occupancy of the claimanis? 
premises by the said United States troops; that the said 
board is empowered to summon and examine witnesses 


|} under oath, and take testimony in California, if necessary, 


and elsewhere. That for the payment of the claims re- 
ported favorably upon by the board in its report to the Sec- 
retary of War, dated December 5, 1854, Executive docu- 
ment 8, Thirty-Third Congress, second session, including 
that numbered 197, being the claim of Santiago E. Arguello, 
and amounting to $11,584, and for the compensation of the 
members of said board, for and during their period of ser- 
vice as such, at a rate not exceeding $3,000 per annum 
each, deducting therefrom their Army pay, the sum of 
$40,548, be, a the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; and the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby anthorized and directed 
to pay to the treasurer of said buard, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $10,000 
for the contingent expenses of the said board, includin 

therein office rent and clerk’s hire, stationery, fuel, the 
payment of the witnesses’ fees duly summoned by the 
board, at a rate not exceeding those paid by the United 


| States district courts in California or elsewhere, as the 


case may be, the traveling expenses of said board, not ex- 
ceeding sixteen cents per mile to each member, and other 
incidental expenses. 


This is the roving commission. The committee 
of conference recommend a concurrence in only 
part of it. If the report of the committee be 


| adopted, the section will read as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That the board of officers ap- 
pointed under the sixth section of the act making appro- 
priations for the support of the Army for the year ending 


| June 30, 1853, approved August 31, 1852, is hereby abol- 


ished. 

The residue of the Senate’s amendment is 
stricken out; so that this board will not go on the 
proposed roving mission to California. ‘The com- 
mittee of conference, finding that there was some 
difficulty in regard to the appointment of officers 
for the four additional regiments to the Army, 
recommend to their respective Houses the adop- 
tion of the following proviso: 


Provided, That it shall be lawful for the President of the 
United States to appoint, during the recess of Congress, 
such of the commissioned officers authorized by this act 
below the grade of field officers, as may not be appointed 


| during the present session, whese commission shall expire 


the Ist day of May, 1856. 
The Constitution of the United States author- 


_ izes Congress to vest the appointment of inferior 


| gentleman from Missouri a question. 


officers in the President alone; but it was the de- 
sire of the committee on the part of the House of 
Representatives that these officers should hereafter 
be appointed by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate. Hence this proviso that their com- 
mission shall expire on the Ist day of May, 1856, 
which gives an opportunity for nominations to be 
submitted to the Senate, at its next session, for its 
confirmation. This was done for the purpose of 
avoiding any constitutional objections on the sub- 
ject. 
’ Having made this explanation of the action of 
the committee of conference, | call for the previous 
question on the adoption of their report. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I wish to ask the 
How does 


_ the gentleman propose to settle claims in Califor- 


nia if this board -be abolished ? 

Mr. PHELPS. They will be examined and 
acted on by the court of claims, which has been 
established at this session of Congress. They 
will be settled in the same manner as the claims 


| of the gentleman’s constituents and the claims of 
| my constituents. 


Mr. PRINGLE. Mr. Speaker, there is one 


_amendment upon which I should like to havea 


Separate vote. 


The SPEAKER. It is not competent to divide 


'the report of a committee of conference. The 


question must be taken on it as a whole. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I demand the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the report. 

r. WHEELER. I demand tellers upon the 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jonnson, and 
Sruart of Michigan, were appointed. 

The House was then divided; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 27. 

So, less than one fifth the members having voted 
in the affirmative, the yeas and nays were not 
ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the report of 
the committee of conference was concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS moved that the vote by which 


the report was adopted be reconsidered, and that 


troops serving under the command of Lieutenant Colonel || 


Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise toa privi- || Johu C. Frémoat, in Califurnia, in the years 1846 and 1847, || 


the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


i ge eet shi EAI RS OD 
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ieee.” 


The question then recurred upon the motion to 
suspend the rules and go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union; and being 
put, the motion was agreed to. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL—AGAIN. 


So the rules weresuspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the stateof the Union, (Mr. Hipparp in the chair, ) 
and resumed the consideration of the Senate 
amendments to the bill making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1856. 


Forty-fourth amendment: 

Page 57, at the end of line twenty-one, insert the follow- 
ing words: 

To enable the Committee on Indian Affairs to pay the 
amount due George R. Herrick for arrears of pay for ser- 
vices from ist of April, 1846, to the Ist of July, 1849, in the 
business of reservations and grants, under the Indian trea- 
ties, as provided, for one clerk at $1,400 per annum, by the 
9th of May, 1836, enutled “© An act providing for the salaries 
of certain officers therein named for other purposes,”’ 
$1,109 79. 

Mr. ORR. I move to amend that amendment 
by adding one dollar. I desire simply to say that 
the papers upon which this amendment was predi- 
cated were referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, and they unanimously instructed me to 
report in favor of the claim. 1! hope the amend- 
ment will be concurred in. 1 withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HARLAN, of Indiana. I move to amend 
the amendment by inserting at the end, the follow- 
ing: 

Also, the further sum of $165, the balance of $2,200 
directed to be paidto James F Miller, or Pym y oh-te-vah, 
or either of them, by the Senate amendment to the treaty 
with the Miami Indiaus, made in August 1854, which shall 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, as ther2in directed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That has nothing 
to do with the subject of the Senate amendment. 
I submit that it is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so thinks, and 
decides the amendment to be out of order. 

The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the Senate amendment; and being taken, it was 
concurred in. 


Forty-fifth amendment: 


Page 57, at the end of line twenty-one, insert the follow- 
ing: ; 

tor the payment of clerks temporarily employed in the 
office of the Postmaster General from the Ist of July to the 
10th of August, 1854, $38,738. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That is for expenses actually 


incurred. It is recommended by the Department, 
and I have no doubt is necessary to be passed. 

Mr. STRATTON. I move to amend the Sen- 
ate amendment by adding, at the end thereof, the 
following: 


Provided, That hereafter appointments made by the heads 
of the several Departments shall be given to residents of 
States and Territories which may have the fewest employees 
in proportion to population. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is to change 
existing law. I submit that it is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so thinks, and 
decides the amendment to be out of order. 

The question was then taken; and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 


Forty-sixth amendment: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
directed to settle the accounts of George P. Marsh, late min 
ister resident of the United States to the Ottoman Porte, for 
additional compensation and expenses incurred by him in 
the performance of special services not pertaining to his 
mission, and at a point different from that to which he was 
accredited, in compliance with instructions from the De- 
partment of State, and for judicial services rendered by lim 
under the act of August 11, 1848, entitled ‘*An act to 
carry into effect certain provisions in the treaties between 
the United States and China and the Otoman Porte, giving 
certain judicial powers to the ministers and consuls of the 
United States in those countries ;” in settling of which 
accounts the sum of $9,000 shall be allowed as compensa- 
tion for said services in the mission to Greece; and in 
ascertaining the amount of said expenses the certificate of 
the party shall be regarded as sufficient, when no vouchers 


| 


for any additional services whose salary exceeds 
$2,500 per annum. Now, sir, | understand that 
the salary of Mr. Marsh was certainly as much as 
that, and | think more. 
Mr. WHEELER. 
annum. 
Mr.PECKHAM. Very well. His extra ser- 
vices were very trifling in that character. He 
traveled, | understand, some thirty or forty miles. 


His salary was $6,000 per 


His expenses were very trifling, and yet we have 
| here a claim before Congress for something like 


| $18,000. 


I submit that, if we are to pay any sort 
of heed to this act at all, that thisamendment most 
certainly should not be concurred in. I can see 
no sort of reason for this extra allowance. | 


| always endeavor, in my action here, to be not only 


| just, but liberal. 


But I can see no reason for this 
allowance upon the ground either of justice or lib- 
erality. 

Mr.WHEELER. He was only there eighteen 
days. 

Mr. PECKHAM. The expense he incurred 
must have been of a very trifling character. It 
has become customary, ! know, in regard to these 
foreign missions, to add extra allowances upon 
very slight grounds. I do not think the practice 
should be indulged in, and I hope that, in this 
instance, the committee will require evidence of 
some extraordinary service or expenditures before 
they allow this claim. 

Mr. LYON. I desireto say one word in reply 
to the gentleman who has just spoken. The ser- 
vices of Mr. Marsh have been termed of a trifling 
character, and it has been said that he traveled 
only some thirty miles. If I recollect aright, the 
distance from Constantinople to Athens is two 
hundred aad twenty-seven miles. Mr. Marsh 
went there in a Government vessel. He went 
there to investigate the claim of Mr. King, and the 
differences of opinion that gentleman had with the 
Greek Government, and he translated from Greek 
into English more than five hundred and ninety 


| pages of a claim that has been before the Greek 


| seven or eight years. 





Government and before our Government for some 
lt was one of the most 
laborious positions that a man could be placed in. 
Mr. Marsh did the work himself without hiring a 
solitary assistant. He worked there in the most 
unhealthy portion of the year. 

Mr PECKHAM. How long a time did he 
spend in Athens? 

Mr. LYON. Hespent eleven months in Athens. 
That was precisely the time. 

Mr. WHEELER. He has already been"paid 
$1,000 extra for it. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Washe eleven months there 
on his official duties? 

Mr. LYON. Yes, sir; he spent eleven months 
there on official duty. 
prised that this objection should come from the 
quarter from which itdoes. Buta few days agoa 


| bill was passed here giving several thousand dol- 


lars to Mr. Sandford for doing nothing—for ser- 
vices as chargé d’affairs and secretary of legation 
at Paris—and the gentleman from New York did 
not make a solitary objection to it. Here is a 
hard-working scholar, who has done much to ele- 
vate the standard of the country abroad by show- 
ing that he is perfectly familiar with the languages 
of the nations to which he is accredited, and «who 
has displayed very extraordinary powers in two 


| diplomatic stations, and he is to be stricken down 


| soldier—arguing his case at the 


because he brings in a fair, just, and honest claim 
for compensation. 


Mr. PECKHAM. Where was my worthy col- 


league when that improper claim of Mr. Sandford’s 
went through the House? 


Mr. LYON. I wasgetting a pension for a poor 
ension Office. I 


hope, if the committee have any love of justice, 


can be produced; and a further allowance, at the rate of | 


$1,000 per annum, shall be made to the said George P. 
Marsh for his judicial services during the period of his said 
mission to the Ottoman Porte, to be paid out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. And that the 
sum of $18,000 be paid to John 8. Pendleton, in full com- 
pensation for his services in the mission in which he was 
associated with Mr. Schenck, deducting anything he may 
heretofure have received as compensation for the same. 


Mr. PECKHAM. lam opposed to that amend- 
ment. 1 believe that, under the law of 1852, Con- 
gress prohibited the allowance of any additional 


compensation to any officer of the Government | 


that they will concur in the amendment of the 
Senate. 


Mr. EDGERTON. 
amount $1,000. My reason for offering that amend- 


Mr. Chairman, I am sur- | 


ment is to enable me to state to the House that, | 


by the eighteenth section of the act of Congress 
approved August 31, 1852, it was provided that 
no person who held, or should thereafter hold any 
office under the Government of the United States, 
whose salary or annual compensation should 
amount to the sum of $2,500, should receive com- 


| pensation for discharging the duties of any other 


office. Mr. Marsh oceupied a position witn a 
salary of $6,000 per annum, and he wants $9,000 
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more. Now, unless it can be clearly shown that 
he has performed services for the Governmentthat 
entitle him to this additional compensation, and 
would justify us in violating this iaw, 1 am cer- 
tainly opposed to the amendment 

Again, sir, we have no precedent for it. We 
have heard of extra compensation to consuls for 
performing judicial duties and discharging the 
duties of chargés d'affaires, but it must be borne in 
mind that their salaries are only $2,000. lam 
aware of no case since 1852, in which additional 
compensation for extra services has been allowed 
to any foreign agent whose salary is over $2,500. 
It is because this amendment is in violation of this 
law, and not justified by the extra services that 
Mr. Marsh has rendered, that I am opposed to it. 
A gentlemen near me states that he spent only 
eighteen days on this special mission. 

Mr. LYON. Thatisa mistake. 
was at Athens for eleven months. 

Mr. EDGERTON. He receives $6,000 per 
annum, and now asks $9,000 extra. 

Mr. WHEELER. And he has received $1,000 
extra compensation already. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I now withdraw 
amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I propose to reduce 
the amount $1,000. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Marsh 
was our representative at the Ottoman Porte, and 
in that character received a salary of $6,000 per 
annum. 1 understand that, while so situated, he 
was called upon by the State Department to per- 
form certain services at Athens. While thus en- 
gaged of course he was not performing his duty 
at the Ottoman Porte. I understand that thts 
amendment proposes to give him $9,000 in addi- 
tion to the $1,000 extra compensatior. already re- 
ceived—mak ing $10,000 for eleven months’ work, 
in addition to his salary of $6,000 per annum. 

Mr. WHEELER. And not only that, but the 
gentleman who discharged his duties at Conatan- 
tinople while he was absent, is here, also, for extra 
pay. 

Mr. SMITH. Now, |! ask the committee, with- 
out any feeling of opposition to this man, if they 
really intend to give him $16,000 for eleven 
months’ service? That is the whole question. It 
ig a mere question of dollars and cents. I have 
not a word further to say. I now withdraw my 
amendment. 

The question recurred on the Senate amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I move to amend the 
amendment by adding to the appropriation $100; 
and | ask that the memorial of Mr. Marsh be read 
as part of my speech. 

Mr. WALSH. I object; we have heard enough 
of this matter. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ver- 
mont has a right to have it read as part of his 
speech. 

The memorial was read, 

Mr. MEACHAM then withdrew his amend- 





Mr. Marsh 


my 


| ment to the amendment. 


I move to decrease the | 


The question recurred on the Senate amend- 
ment 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wausu and 
Meacuam were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 45, not half of a quorum. 

So the Senate amendment was non-concurred in. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 

The committee here rose informally, and the 
following bills and joint resolutions were reported 
as correctly enrolled; and thereupon received the 
signature of the Speaker: 

An act making appropriations for fortifications 
and other works of defense, and for repairs of 
barracks and quarters for the year ending 30th 
June, 1856; 

Joint resolution for the relief of James Hughes; 

Joint resolution for the relief of John Dugan; 

Joint resolution for the relief of Joel Henry Dyer; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Parker; 

An act for the relief of Thomas F.. Johnson; and 

An act for the relief of Frederick Clark. 

The committee resumed its session. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
The committee rose informally, and Mr. Orr 


having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a 
message was received from the President of the 


| United States notifying the House that he had 
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approved and signed certain bills of a private | The House amended by inserting, 
|| word ** provided,’’ the following: 
| That the contract for the eaid service he advertised by the | 


character. 
POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand, Mr. | 


Speaker, that the committee of conference on the 
part of the Elouse on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the Post Office appropriatien bill | 
are ready to report. It is important that it should 
be agreed to, and thai the bill should be enrolled. 
There was no objection. 
Mr. DAWSON. The committee of conference, 
to whom was referred the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses upon House bill (No. 594) making 
appropriation for the service of the Post Office 
Department during the fiscal year ending the 30th | 
June, 1856, respectfully submit the following re- | 
port, and upon its adoption | ask the previous | 
question. 
The report was read, as follows: | 


the two Houses on the bill (H. R., No. 594) making appro- 
priations for the service of the Post Office Department, 
during the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1856, have 
met, and, after full and free conference, have agreed to 
recommend, and do recommend, to their respective Houses 
as follows: 

That the Senate recede from their disagreement to the 
Houre amendment to the third amendment of the Senate. 
That the Senate recede from their disagreement and agree 
to the House amendment to the sixth amendment of the 
Senate. That the Senate recede from their disagreement 
and agree to the amendment of the House to the tenth 
amendment of the Senate. That the House recede from its 
disagreement to the seventh amendment of the Senate. 
That the Senate recede trom their disagreement to the | 
House amendment to the eleventh amendment of the Sen- | 


ale. 
THOMAS J. RUSK, 
J. E. BENJAMIN, 
RICHARD BRODHEAD, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. | 
GEORGE 8. HOUSTON, 
J. L. DAWSON, 


CHARLES READY, | 
Managers on the part of the House. | 


The report in detail is as follows: 


The Senate recede from its disagreement to the | 


amendments of the House to the following amend- 
ment of the Senate: 
For compensation to William M. F. Magraw, for carry- 


ing the mail on route No. 8911, from Independence, Mis- 
souri, to Great Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, monthly 


each way, according to the contract under which said ser- | 


vice is now being performed, the sum of $36,000 per annum, 
commencing with the contract aforesaid, apd in lieu of the 
compensation therein stipulated. 

The House amended by striking out the words | 
** contract aforesaid,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof | 
** 18th day of August, 1854, and continuing one | 


ear.’” 
' 
| 


| 


The House further amended by adding at the 
end of the Senate amendment the following: 


Provided, That the Postmaster General, with the assent | 
of the contractors, be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul 
said contract. | 

Also, for compensation of Jacob Hall, for carrying the | 
mail on route No. 8912, from Independence, Missour:, to 
Sauta Fé, Territory of New Mexico, monthly each way, 
according to the contract under which said service is now | 
being performed, the sum of $22,000 per annum, for one 
year from the I8th day of August, 1854: Provided, That 
the Postmaster General, with the assent of the contractors, 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to annul said contract. 


The Senate recede from its disagreement to the 
amendment of the House to the following amend- 
ment of the Senate: 

For compensation to George H. Giddings, for carrying | 
the mail on route No, 12900, from Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
to San Antonio, Texas, monthly each way, according to 
the contract under which said service is now being per 
formed, the sum of $33,500 per annum, commencing with 
the contract aforesaid, and in lieu of the cumpensation 
therein stipulated. | 


The House amended by striking out the words | 
** contract aforesaid,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof, 
**18ih day of August, 1854, and continuing one) 
year.” Also, by adding, at the end of the Senate | 
amendment, as follows: 


Provided, That the Postmaster General, with the assent | 
of the contractors, be, and he is hereby, autherized to annul 
said contract. 

And that each contractor engaged, or to be engaged, in 
earrying the mails through any of the Territories west of the 
Mississippi, shall have the privilege of occupying stations 
atibe rate of not more than one for every twenty miles of the 
route on which he carries a mail, and shall have a preémp- | 





tive right therein, when the same shall be brought into mar- 
ket, to the extent of six hundred and forty acres, to be taken 
contiguously and to include his improvement, but av such 
preemptive right shall extend to any pass in a mountain or 
other defile. 


The Senate recede from its disagreement to the 


amendment of the House to the sixth amendment | 
of the Senate: 


of the committee to the report made by Mr. Ma- 


Postmaster General in pursuance of existing laws, and let 
to the lowest bidder. 4nd provided further, That. 


And by adding, at the end of the Senate amend- | 


ment, the following: 


Provided further, That the Postmaster General may, if | 


he shall deem it for the public interest, contract for said ser- 


vice with the lowest bidder as aforesaid under the adver- | 


tised proposals heretofore made for mail service between 
the points aforesaid. 


| So that the amendment, as amended, would read 
| as follows: 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 


1 

| . 

| General be, and he is hereby, authorized to establish and | 
| putin operetion a semi monthly mail, by sea, from San | 
} 
| 
| 
| 


Francisco, in the State of California, to Olympia, in the 
Territory of Washington, touching at Humboldt bay, Trin- 


idad, and Crescent City, in the State of California, Port | 
Ortord, Gardiner City, or Umpqua, and Astoria, in the Ter- | 


ritory of Oregon, Shoalwater bay, Port Townsend, in the 
Territory of Washington, and at such other points as shall 


be designated by the Postmaster General: Provided, That || 


| the contract for the said service shall be advertised by the 
| Postmaster General, in pursuance of existing laws, aud let 
| to the lowest bidder: And provided further, ‘That the whole 
cost of said service shall not exceed the sum of $120,000 
perannum: Provided furth:r, That the Postmaster Gene- 
ral may, if he shall deem it for the public interest, contract 


for said service with the lowest bidder, as aforesaid, under | 


| the advertised proposals heretofore made for mail service 
| between the points aforesaid. 

| The House recedes from its disagreement to the 
seventh amendment of the Senate, as follows: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the right to frank 
| Jetters and documents now allowed by law to the Vice 
President be continued to those who have heretofore, or 
shall hereafter hold that office, during life. 


| ‘The Senate recedes from its eleventh amendment, 


| which is as follows: 


Sec. 8 And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster 


|| General be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay to Crans- 


ton Laurie a reasonable compensation for pertorming the 
duties of two desks in the Post Office Department, not to 
exceed hall-pay of a clerk for the time he was so employed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand from 
the report that the committee of conference recom- 
| mend that the Senate recede from all its amend- 
ments except the one conferring the franking priv- 
| ilege upon the Vice President, and that the House 
recede from their disagreement to that. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN demanded the yeas 
and nays upon the adoption of the report. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the report of the committee of conference 
was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was agreed to, and to lay the 
| Motion to reconsider upon the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion by Mr. CUMMING, it was ordered 
that he have leave to withdraw the papers in the 
case of Eli Darling from the files of the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, for the purpose of getting 
a certificate. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL—AGAIN. 





The Committe of the Whole on the state of the 
Union resumed the consideration of the Senate 
amendments to the civil and diplomatic bill. 


The forty-seventh amendment was read, as 
follows: 

For compensation to John P. Brown, as acting chargé 
d’affaires at Constantinople, for twelve months and nine- 
teen days, between the 30th day of July, 1852, and the 3ist 
day of January, 1854, which shall be in full for all demands 
for such services for the period named, $2,116 12. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I move to reduce the 
amount one dollar. The law of August 31, 1852, 
provides that where the compensation is over 
$2,500, there shall be no additional compensation 
whatever. The same law that included Mr. 
Marsh would include Mr. Brown. ; 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Mr. Brown is a 
constituent of mine, and I would ask the attention 





son, July 14, 1854, in the Senate in this case. I 
send it up to the Clerk’s desk, and ask the hearing 
of the committee while it is read. 

The report was then read, as follows: 

“ The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was re- 


ferred the petition of John P. Brown, principal interpreter 
of the Turkish language te the United States legation at 





Constantinople, have had the same under consideration, 


aioe the | and report : 


| President in the case. 





| Government and the Secretary of State. 
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* That the petitioner sets forth in his petition, that while 
acting as principal interpreter of the Turkish language to 
the legation of the United States at Constantinople, he was 
on the 30th July, 1852, aceredited by an order of the Presi. 
dent of the United States chargé d’affaires ad interim to the 
Ottoman Government, by Mr. Marsh, United States min- 
i-ter resident in Turkey; that he filled that office in the 
absence of anv other diplomatic agent of the United States 
at Constantinople, until the return of Mr. Marsh from 
Greece on the Sth July, 1853; that on the 13th December 
1853, he was again accredited by order of the President of 
the United States, as chargé d‘affaires ad interim to the 
Ottoman Government, by Mr. Marsh, on his retarn to the 
United States, and continued to act as such until the arrival 
of Mr. Spence, on the 3lst January, 1854; that during the 
two periods above stated, amounting to twelve months and 
nineteen days, he performed all the duties, and incurred aji 
the expenses incumbenton the representative of the Uniwd 
States; and having received only the compensatiun of 
principal interpreter of the Turkish language during that 
time, he prays that he may be allowed the difference be- 
tween that compensation and the usual allowance of salary 


| and outfit to a chargé d‘affaires. 


* A letter from the Secretary of State, in answer to in- 
quiries made by the committee, and dated May 31, 1854, 


| fully sustains the statements of the petition, and adds: ‘fr, 
| gives me pleasure to bear witness tothe general merits and 


services of Mr. Brown as a faithful and efficient officer.’ 
*¢ The committee believe that in this case the claimant is 


| justly entitled to receive the compensation of a chargé 
| d’affaires during the time be acted in that capacity, less the 


amount heretofore received by him as secretary of legation 
for the same period. They do not allow an outfit 'ecause 


| they are not aware of any precedent for such allowance 
| where there was a minister accredited at the post, nor do 
| they think the circumstances of the present application call 


for it. They report a bill in accordance with these views, 
and recommend its passage.’” 


Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Brown was dragoman 
or interpreter of the Turkish language to the em- 


| bassy at Constantinople. Mr. Marsh was ordered 
| to Greece upon a special mission,and Mr. Brown 


was ordered by the President of the United States 
to act as chargé d/affaires ad interim. I presume 
that no gentleman will question the power of the 
The Secretary of State 
says that Mr. Brown acted as such chargé d’af- 
faires ad interim, and he bears testimony to his 
faithful services for the time specified. The com- 
mittee of the Senate made a favorable report in 
the case,as you will observe from the report which 
has just been read in your hearing. I wish to 
state, in justice to Mr. Brown, that I do not be- 
lieve the United States have ever had a more intel- 
ligent, faithful, patriotic, and devoted public ser- 
vant than Mr. Brown proved himself to be, while 


| he acted as chargé d’affuires ad inlerim. He dis- 


charged his duties to the entire satisfaction of the 
I ask 
the committee if Mr. Brown is not, then, fairly 


| and justly entitled to the compensation now asked 


for. 
The question was taken on Mr. Epcerton’s 


| amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 


And that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby 
is, authorized to allow to George P. Marsh such sum as 


| shall be reasonable, in order to indemnify him for his 


expenses and losses, by reason of his having been ordered 
to Greece. 


Mr. WHEELER. I rise to a question of order. 
That amendment is not germane to the subject 


| under consideration, and cannot, for that reason, 


be received. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I will only say—— 
Mr. WHEELER. Well, it is unnecessary for 
the gentleman to explain it, for we all understand 


| it, as it has been decided upon, and rejected by 


the committee already. 

The CHAIRM AN. The Chair holds the point 
of order well taken, and rules the amendment out 
of order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Then I will offer 
another amendment. I move to increase the sum 
contained in the amendment five dollars. If the 
committee will give me their attention, for a mo- 
ment only, I wish to state a few facts in relation 
to Mr. Marsh. When he went to Greece, Mr. 
Brown was chargé d’affaires by appointment. He 
does not claim this amount for services as an inter- 
preter to that mission. The amount is not extra 
compensation, but pay for services actually ren- 


| dered in that official character. There is proof of 
|| it, and there is no mistake about the fact. No 


man ought to object, because he was in commis- 
sion there as a representative of his country, and 
with the usual allowance of $4,500 a year. I 
think myself he ought to be fully indemnified ; and 
the amendment | offered, and which the Chair 
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1855. 


jndemnity. | 
Mr. LETCHER. This is a very fortunate | 
country. I believe no man has been abroad who | 
has not been the very best qualified man for the | 
particular place he was appointed to fill that ever | 
was selected, and not only entitled to the regular | 
salary, but to any amount of extra compensation | 
which can be got through Congress for him by his | 
friends. Here is a law upon our statute-book 
which undertakes to declare that those who receive 
the sum of $2,500 shall receive no extra compen- 
sation, and yet here is my colleague now, and 
there was the gentleman from Ohio[Mr.Taytor] | 
the other day, and we had a gentleman from Penn- || 
sylvania a few days since, who all bring in prop- 
ositions here to make allowance, one to one mar, 
and then to Mr. Marsh, and then te Mr. Brown, 
all of whom were located at the same point, and || 
all coming here and demanding extra compensation 1 
for services. , 
Mr. SMITH. Thegentleman’sargument would | 
be good if he could show that it is extra compen- | 
sation. 
Mr. LETCHER. I imagine it cannot be any- || 
thing but extra, or they would not be applying to | 
Congress for it. If itis regular pay it is provided | 
for by law already. 
| 


ruled out of order, was intended to secure that 


i] 


Mr. PECKHAM. I wish to state one fact, 
and that is, that this same Mr. Brown, who ap- | 
plies for this extra compensation, is fulfilling the | 
duties of an office which, in reality, is a sinecure. | 
He left Constantinople, and was gone fifteen 
months, and he employed a man to perform the | 
duties of that office as dragoman in his absence, | 
at the compensation of eight dollars a month. 


Mr. CUMMING. Well, sir, 1 will say that | 
this Mr. Brown is the very man who gave author- | 
ity to Captain Ingraham, by letter, to protect || 
Koszta, and for whose gallant protection we have || 
been rewarding Captain Ingraham by all sorts of | 
glorification. 

Mr. LETCHER. It seems there is a contro- 
versy between these three men, all at the same 
place, and if we undertake to give it te one of 
them, another will come in and claim, and get it || 
from another Congress, and before the thing is all | 
over, the third will come in and getit, too, and all 
for the same service. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 move to amend by || 
increasing the amount ten dellars. I have most 


| 
| 
| 





ee 


i 


| tember, 1852, and from the 25th day of November, 1852, to || 


| ing, on a division—ayes seventy-eight, nees not 





cheerfully voted a compensation to Commodore } 
Perry, of $20,000 for services recently performed || 
for his country in the East; and I am surprised at || 
the opposition made here to the small amount pro- | 
posed to be paid to this gentleman, who, as I | 
stated before, is a native-born son of Ohio. He || 
is very well known as one of the best Oriental | 
scholars in our country. He receives, it is true, 
$2,500 as dragoman, and he has been kept in that 
posiuon through several Administrations on ac- 
count of his peculiar qualifications for that office, 
and there is no man whose correspondence with || 
the Department of State tells more strongly in || 
his favor than Mr. Brown’s. My friend from 
Virginia speaks of this as extra compensation. 
lt is not so. Mr. Marsh was sent away, and 
then our difficulty with Austria occurred. The 
Koszta affair took place, and the very correspond- 
ence with Captain Ingraham, and the orders to 
take him from the Austrians, was the correspond- 
ence and command of this very Mr. Brown. 
Now, sir, in reference to what my friend from || 
New York said. It is true that he left Constan- 
tinople for some time. He came to this country || 
on a visit by leave of the President of the United || 
States, and, inconnection with that visit, to conduct 
the commissioner of Turkey to the World’s Fair. 
He was ordered by Mr. Webster, then Secretary 
of State, to accompany that commissioner here. || 
The records of the State Department show that | 
he performed his duties faithfully and honestly to | 
his country. This is not.extra compensation. || 
It is compensation for services performed by order 
of the President through the Secretary of State. 
Mr. LYON. With the permission of the com- 
mittee | want to say one word in relation to this 
matter. The position of Mr. Brown at Constan- 
tinople, was an arduous one, and he is one of the 
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Mr. WHEELER. I call the gentleman to | 
order. He has spoken once upon this subject. || 
Mr. LYON. Lhavenot. I spoke upon another | 
subject. 1] 
Mr. TAYLOR. I withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. LYON. Then I make another, and move 
to increase the appropriation ten dollars. 1] 
Mr. WHEELER. I object tothis farming out || 
the floor, and ask for a vote upon the amendment 


of the gentleman from Ohio. 


The question was taken; and the amendment || 
was not agreed to. l} 
The question then recurring upon agreeing to || 
the Senate amendment, | 
Mr. TAYLOR called for tellers. i 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Meacnam | 
and WHEELER were appointed. 
The amendment was non-concurred in, the || 
tellers having reported—ayes 40, noes not counted. || 
Forty-eighth amendment: 


For compensation to Joseph Graham, United States con- | 
sul at Buenos Ayres, as acting chargé d’affaires at that || 
place, from the 3d day of August to the Lith day of Sep- | 


the 26th day of March, 1853, an aggregate period of five | 
months and ten days, which shall be in full for all demands | 
for such services for the period named, $990 50. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Forty-ninth amendment: 


For compensation and expenses of the commissioner and | 
the agent of the United States under the convention for the || 
adjustment of claims between the United States and Great | 
Briain, at $12,000 each for the entire service, $24,000: | 
Provided, That this suin shall include what has already 
been paid to either of them under the said convention. 


Mr. HOUSTON. This amendment is for the | 
compensation of the commissioners who have been || 
adjusung the claims of citizens of the United States | 
and subjects of Great Britain against their respect- || 
ive Governments under treaty. 

The amendment was concurred in; there be- | 





ceunted. 


Fiftieth amendment: 


That the Secretary of State cause the accounts of Joseph 
Eve, deceased, lite chargé d’affaires of the United States 
to the late Republic of Texas, to be audited and adjusted by 
the proper accounting officers of the Government, and that 
the amount found due thereon be paid to Betsey W. Eve, 
widow of said Joseph Eve, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Fifty-first amendment: 


For compensation to Henry Savage, United States con- 
sul at Guatamala, for his services in taking charge of and 
preserving the archives of the former legation of the United | 
States at that place, and communicating to his Government 
at home regularly useful and highly importart information 
during the several intervals trom February, [830,10 Novem- 
ber, 1833, from May, 1842, to November, 1848, and from May, 
1850, to February, 1854, an aggregate of fourteen years, 





July, 1855, or so much thereof as may be required, $5,000, 


Congress at the present session for the establish- 


| &@ Department, for the time he acted as Secretary of State 


| to amend by strikin 


, Clerk informs the Chair that there is no memorial 





duriug which the United States had no ether diplomatic or | 
consular agent at that place, $14,000. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-second amendment: 


For compensation to George W. Lippett, United States 
consul at Vienna, for taking charge of the archives of the 
United States legation at that place, and performing diplo- | 
matic services from the 13th day of October to the )0th day | 
of December, 1852, and from the 2ist day of May to the 13.h || 
day o' September, 1853, an aggregate period of five months | 
and 21 days, $!,075 10. | 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Fifty-third amendment: 


For compensation to Peter Parker, as acting chargé 
@’affaires at Canton, China, from the 24th day of May, 1852, || 
to the 3ist day of January, 1853, and from the 27th day of || 
January to the 14th day of April, 1854, an aggregate period | 
of ten months and twenty five days, which shall be in full ‘| 


for all demand for such services for the period named, 
$1,805 54. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-fourth amendment: 
For compensation to Ferdinand Coxe, as acting chargé | 
d’affaires in Brazil, from the 12th day of May to the I6th 
day of August, 13853, a period of three months and four days, 
which shail be in full tor all demand for such services ior 
the period named, $729 17. 
Theamendment was nun-concurred in. 
' 


Fifty-fifth amendment: 


For compensation to Horatio J. Perry, as acting chargé 


| 





| 
| 
i] 


| 
| 
| 


| in the Senate amendment. 


| ask that it may be read. 


iI 
| @’affaires at Madrid from the 3d day of July to the 24th day | 
| of Ortober, 1852, from the 11th day of May to the 2ist day || 

of June, 1853, ar d from the 4th day of September to the 22d || 
| day of October, 1853, an aggregate period of six months and 


first of the Americans who ever understood the || twenty-two days, which shali be in full for all demand for 


Turkish language thoroughly. What were his 
duties? 


such serviees for the period named, $1 ,402 75. | 
The amendment was non-concarred in. | 





Fifty-sixth amendment: 

For salaries of the three judges of the court of claims, 
$12,000; 

For salary of solicitor of said court, $3,500 ; 

For salaries of the two clerks, #3 500; 

For contingent expenses of said court, $2,000; 

For the salaries of the judges, solicitor, and clerks of said 
court, and for other expenses thereof, prior to the Let day of 


Mr. HOUSTON. These appropriations are 
made necessary by reason of the law passed by 


ment of a court of claims. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Fifty-seventh amendment: 

For balance of compensation to Robert M. Walsh, as 
acting chargé d’affaires in Mexico in the years 1848 and 
1849, which shall be in full for all demand for such services 
during that period, $838 33. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-eighth amendment: 


For compensation of C. E. Andrews as acting charg 
d’affaires at Paris, for seven months and twenty. nine days, 
from the Ist day of April to the 29th day ot November, 1837, 
which shall be in full of all demands for such services for 
the period named, $1,659 72. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 


For paying to Asbury Dickens the difference between the 
compensation of head of a Department and chief clerk of 


TT 
st 


and Secretary of the Treasury by appointment from Presi- 
dent Jackson, to be ascertained by the proper accounting 
Officers, a suin not exceeding $2,500. 


Mr. LETCHER. I moveto amend thatamend- 
ment by striking out the name of ** Asbury Dick- 
ens.”” | have merely to say that this claim came 
before the Committee of Claims and was rejected, 
over and over again, upon a full meeting of the 
committee. It finally passed that committee by 
one majority when only seven out of the nine 
members were present. I think the amendment 
should be rejected. 

Mr. HUNT. 1 ask to have the memorial read. 
I think it will satisfy the committee that it isa just 
claim. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
objection be made. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. HUNT. I ask to have it read as a part of 
my speech. The gentleman from Virginia moved 
out the name of Asbury 
Dickins. I oppose that amendment, and ask to 
have the memorial red asa part of my speech. 
Is that not in order? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


It will be read unless 


It is in order, but the 


accompanying the amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. There is no need of the 
memorial being read. The amendment explains 
the nature of the case. 

Mr. HUNT. The reading of the memorial 
satisfied me of the justice of the claim, and I have 
no doubt it would satisfy the committee. 

Several Mempers. Explain it yourself. 

Mr. HUNT. I do not recollect the facts with 
sufficient distinctness to repeat them. The memo- 
rial will be here in a minute. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. KERR. I call for tellers upon concurring 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hunt and 
Wirte were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes twenty-four, not a majority of a quorum. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Mr. HUNT. The memorial is now here. I 


The CHAIRMAN. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. ROWE. | object. 

Sixtieth amendment: 


For fuel for President’s House, $1 ,000 ; 
For furnace-keeper at President’s Llouse, $365. 


It can only be read by 


Mr. CLARK. I demand tellers upon concur- 
ring in the amendment. 
Tellers were not ordered. *, 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixty-first amendment: 

For the erection of a suitable house for the plants recently 
brought from Japan for the United States, 91.500, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of Commissioner of Publie 
Buildings. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 
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Sixty-second amendment: 


For support of publie green- houses including pay of hor- 
ticulturiot and assistants, $3,000, 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to make 4 auzgyes- 
tion to the committee for the purpcse of expediting 
business. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
cept by general consent. 

Mr. WALSH. [ object. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I do not wish to enter 
into any discuesion; but, Mr. Chairman, it is evi- 
dent that we are legislating here without under- 
standing the subject-matter of legislation. 

Mr. WALSH. I object to the gentleman pro- 
ceeding. He may speak for himself, but he has 
no right to make such a reflection upon others. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I would suggest that the 
committee of conference on the part of the two | 
Houses can examine these various matters, and 
come to a sound and just conclusion in reference 
tothem. lask the unanimous consent of the com- | 
mittee that we disagree to the remaining amend- 
ments. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object. 

The question now being upen concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate, it was taken, and said 
amendment was concurred in. 





No debate is in order ex- 


Sixty-third amendment: \\ 


To enable the Commissioner of Public Buildings to pro- 


vide additional furnaces for the library of Congress, $1,000. || 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-fourth amendment: 


To construct suitable iron railings in front of the alcoves 
of the library, and other repairs, in addition to the balance 
of appropriations unexpended for the repairs of Congres- 
sional Library, under the direction of the architect, $3,500. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-fifth amendment: 

And be it further enacted, That the salaries te which en- 
voys extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary shall be 
entitled on Ist July, 1855, may be allowed to such as may 
be in office on that day without reappointment; nor shall 
such envoys extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary be 
required to take with them secretaries of legation unless 
they should be allowed by the President of the United 
Btates. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Sixty-sixth amendment: 

And the sum of $2,000 additional is hereby appropriated 
for lighting with gas Bridge and High streets, in George- 
town, to be expended under the direction of the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings ; and said Commissioner is hereby 
authorized and directed to com@lete the lighting of the streets 
with gas from Pennsylvania avenue, where it intersects 
with Fifleenth street to the commencement of said avenue 
at Seventeenth street, being east of the Treasury Depart- | 
ment, and north of the President’s House. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Sixty-seventh amendment: 

For completing the publication of the werks of the ex- 
ploring expedition, $29,320. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. 
following amendment: 

Provided, That there be printed, by the public printer, 
and bound under the direction of the Joint Committee on 
Printing, one thousanu copies of the narrative and scien- 
tific reports of the exploring expedition under Captain 
Charles Wilkes, of the United States Navy, together with 
the plates, maps, and charts, accompanying the same, said 
work to be distributed as follows: One copy, or full set, 
to each member of the Senate and House of Represent- 
atives of the present Congress; one copy, or ful! set, to 
some library or literary institution easily accessible to the 
public in each congressional district, to be designate’ by 
the Representative therefrom, and one copy, or full set, to 
some library or literary instituuion, to be designated by 
each Senator; the remaining copies to be distributed by 
the State Department, as now provided for by law. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is that offered as 
an original amendment? _ 

The CHAIRMAN. It is offered as an amend- 
ment to the Senate amendment. mi 

Mr. JONES. It seems to me that it is not in | 
order here. It is a new proposition, and not ger- 
mane to the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. STANTON. The Senate propose to con- | 
tinue the publication of this work. — 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is unable to | 
see that the amendment is out of order. 

Mr.STANTON. I desire to say only a few | 
words. When this matter was before the House | 
a few days ago, reported by the Joint Committee | 
on the Library, I opposed the preposinene and I 
opposed it for the reason that I thought the ex- | 
pense which would be incurred under that arrange- | 
ment was too great to justify the publication of 
the work. Sincethen | have caused the Superin- | 
tendent of Public Printing and his chief clerk to | 


| 


I offer the 


TEE OCR REO AL: 


| Mr. STANTON. 


| 
|| Mr. STANTON. 
I will accept it as a modification of my amend- | 


|| Mr. STANTON. 








| ; sa ~~ j 
| make a close examinatici; of what it would cost 


to publish it undér our printing law, and the dif- 
| ference between the estimate made by Captain 
| Wilkes and that made by the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, is just $74 000. By publishing 
it under our law, it would cost $74,000 less then 
it would cost if published in the manner proposed 
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cause the examination, classification, and distribution of 


| the clerks in the Department of Stare, in the same manner 


| by the Committee on the Library, and the work || 
can be done quite as well—if not better—under || 


the arrangement we propose, as it could be done 
under the arrangement proposed by that com- 
mittee. Let me state further, that there are only 
one hundred copies of this work extant. 
one hundred copies of it have ever been published 
by the Government, and they are distributed not 


only throughout this country, but throughout 


other countries. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
of the gentleman from Kentucky if Captain Wilkes 
does not own the copyright of this work? 

Mr. STANTON. I believe that Captain Wilkes 
does own the copyright of his narrative, but that 
is only a small portion of the work, and the least 
valuable of all. 

Mr. JONES. Then, if you take his narrative 


and publish it, what will be his claim for his copy- | 


right? 

Mr. STANTON. Nothing in the world. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Not one dollar. 

Mr. JONES. That will be a matter for future 
| consideration. 
I believe that Captain 
| Wilkes is willing and anxious that the Govern- 
| ment shall publish his book. 

Mr. JONES. 


work. 
I have no objection to that. 


ment. 
Mr. JONES. You will find that before you 
have done with this thing, it will cost the Govern- 
| ment half a million of dollars. 
It will only cost $90,000. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Stanton’s 
| amendment, as modified; and it was agreed to. 
| _ The question recurred on the amendment of the 
| Senate, as amended. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER | 


and Jones were appointed. 
The committee was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 85, noes 40. 
| So the Senate amendment, as amended, was 


| concurred in. 


Sixty-eighth amendment: 


1 wish to inquire | 


Only | 





I move to add a proviso to the | 
| amendment, to the effect that nothing shall be | 
'| paid Captain Wilkes for the copyright of this 


| 


j 


| 
| 





| 


j 





To enable the Committee on the Library to pay William | 
H. Powell $2,000, in full, for the picture painted by him for | 


the United States, in addition to the sums heretofore ap 
propriated by law; and the accounting officers of the 
Treasury are hereby directed to settle and pay the accounts 
of C. W. Hinman, third assistant librarian, trom lst Janu- 
ary, 1854, at the rate of $1,500 per annum. 


Mr. WALSH. I move to amend the first clause 
of that amendment by increasing the appropria- 
tion $500. This is an appropriation, Mr. Chair- 
man, of $2,000 to one of the most distinguished 
artists of which our country now has to boast. 


It is to the painter of De Soto discovering the | 


Mississippi, which has been lately put up in the 
rotunda. Mr. Powell has worked five years on 
| that picture. There are gentlemen present who 
| knew him in Paris, where he labored on it in- 
_cessantly; and that picture is as rigidly true to 
history as any picture ever painted for the coun- 


| testify to the fact that Mr. Powell has worked on 
| that picture for years and years, and paid enor- 
| mous sums of money to perfect it, and keep it as 
| true to history as it is now. 
amendment to the amendment. 


| Mr. STRAUB. 


| received by Mr. Powell for this picture? 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not 


| debatable. 
Te question was taken on the Senate amend- | 


| ment; and it was concurred in. 
| 





Sixty-ninth amendment: 
That from and after the 30th June, 1855, the Secretary 


| try. Asa work of art, it has no superior in the® 
|| rotunda; and Judge Perkins, of Louisiana, can 


I now withdraw my | 


1 would inquire whether the | 
gentleman from New York, {Mr. Watsn,] or | 
any other gentieman, can state theamountalready | 


| 


NL 








of State be, and be hereby is, authorized and required te | 








as is directed in the other executive departments by the 
provisions contained in the third section of an act entitled 
** An act making appropriations for the civil and dipio- 
matic expenses of the Government,” approved 3d March 
1853, who shall be paid annual salaries according to the 
act amendatory thereof, approved 22d April, 1854. And ihe 
whole permanent clerical force in his Department shajj 
consist of three clerks of class one; two of class two; eight 
of class three; eight of class four; and one chief clerk, in 
lieu of those authorized by law ; and one of said clerks of 
class four shall give bonds as required by the Department 
of the Trea-ury, act and make disbursements for the 
Department, and superintend the Northeast Executive 
Building, and shall receive therefor $200 per annum in 
addition to his salary as clerk of class of four: Provided 
The increase ef salary hereby allowed the chief clerk be 
construed to take effect from Ist July, 1853, and be paiq 
accordingly. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment has rela. 
tion to one already passed, where we reduce the 
gross amount of appropriation for the payment of 
these clerks. The amendment I send upisa sim. 
ple change of classification of these clerks: 


Strike out the classification in the Senate amendment, 
and insert ihe following : 

Five clerks of class one, one clerk of class twe, ten clerks 
of class.three, and five clerks of class four. 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I hope that the 
amendment of the Senate will not be stricken out, 
It is in accordance with the recommendation of the 
Secretary of State. The object of the amendment 
is to make achange corresponding with that made 
as to clerks in the other Departments. I suppose 


| that the additional expense will not be more than 


$1,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The additional 
expense will be more than $2,000. 

Mr. PERKINS. The additional expense, | 
think, cannot be more than $1,000. Some of these 
clerks have been employed in the Department for 
more than twenty years, and they havea tradi- 
tional knowledge of their duties, which cannot be 
supplied by any other persons. I trust that the 
House will adopt the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment which | 
propose really classifies the clerks in the State 
Departmant higher than the clerks in any other 
Department of the Government. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

The question being on Mr. Hovuston’s amend- 
ment, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Prinee and 
Brivces were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes forty-seven, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Upon concurring in the Senate amendment, 

Mr. WALKER demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Princie and Bripces were 
appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 


| —ayes fifty, noes not counted. 


So the amendment of the Senate was non-con- 
curred in. 


Seventieth amendment: 

Add at end of the bill: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That a tract of ten 
acres of the land heretofore purchased by the United States 


| for the purposes of the naval hospital at Chelsea, Mas-a- 
| chusetts, be selected and set apart, under the direction of 
| the President of the United States, for the use of the ma- 


rine hospital of the district of Boston and Charlestown. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-first amendment: 

Sec. —. ind be it further enacted, That upon the tract 
80 to be selected and set apart there shall be erected, under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, a marine 
hospital for said district, of faced brick exterior wa'ls, upon 
a hammered granite underpinning, one hundred and forty 
feet long, fifiy-two feet deep in the center, and one hun- 
dred feet deep at the wings, and forty five feet high from 
top of entrance. Story floor to the eaves, with veranda: 
to each story on each side between the wings, and on each 
end of the building; for the construction of which the sum 
of $192,000, with the addition thereto of ten per centum for 
contingencies, is hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. LETCHER. Where is that? We cannot 
hear at this remote part of the Hall. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is an amendment to 
appropriate $192,000 for a marine hospital at 
Chelsea, Massachusetts. 


Mr. WITTE. I move to amend that amend- 


ment by adding the following: 

And that the sum of $1,825,000 be, and is hereby, appro- 
priated for the purchase of sites and the erection of bui!d- 
ings for post offices and United States court rooms, in the 
cities of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Bakimore, 
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